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“Wall of Sil ence”

FADE | N

DAY ZERO. SATURDAY.

EXT. SPRI NGFI ELD PARK.  3PM

A pl easant Spring afternoon. The park is full of
Chassidic famlies in their Sabbath finery, taking the
air, strolling, greeting each other. (NB: No one carries
anything, and there are no pushchairs, so tiny children
have to stay at hone). The Chassi di m shoul d exude
confidence, pride, dignity. The Gentiles who share their
park, exercising their Rottweilers, noisily riding bikes
and pl aying radi os, engaging in rowly football matches,
snoggi ng on the grass, and disporting the latest in
shell suits, should | ook odd, awkward, strange. Perhaps
this is the title sequence.

DAY ONE.  SUNDAY

EXT. THE RI VER LEA AT STAMFORD HI LL. 6AM

Dawn. M sty. A heavily |aden barge slowy cones into
vi ew, passing barges noored by the tow path. The barge
bunps a subnerged sonething, and gives a lurch. The
BARGEE cones out of the wheel house and peers over the
side. Can't see anything. The barge carries on into the
mst. A few seconds |ater a dark shape cuts through the
water. Is it a shark? No, it's the boot |id of a 1981
Vol vo. Sonet hi ng about six foot |ong and wapped in
pol yt hene rises to the surface and bobs there |ike an
enor nous di scarded prophyl actic.

EXT. RIVER LEA TOW PATH.  10AM

A troop of Sea Scouts marches along the tow path, |ed by
their Sea Scoutmaster. They reach their training barge
and swarm aboard and start renoving the tarpaulin and
goi ng about their routine. The Scoutmaster starts the
engine and tries to turn the wheel. It's very stiff.

SCOUTMVASTER
Sonmeone go and see what's w apped
round the rudder this week.



A coupl e of SCOUTS peer over the edge. They see
sonet hi ng.

SCOUT
Ski pper!

EXT. STAMFORD HI LL STREETS. 10. 15AM

A panda car drives down Dunsnuir Road, the Chassidic
shopping street. It passes a group of CHASSI DI C MEN
chatting outside a kosher bakers. We follow the car down
a pot-holed side street that | eads down to the canal.

EXT. R VER LEA TOANPATH.

The car stops and P.C. GARY VERNON gets out. He wal ks
across to the Scouts' barge. The SCOUTMASTER i s on deck,
with a boat-hook. He is using it to stop the polythene
wrapped thing fromfloating away.

SCOUTMVASTER
| managed to stop it floating away.

P. C. VERNON
Pity.

PC VERNON peers at the bundle. He can just nmake out a
bear ded face.

P. C. VERNON
(1 NTO PERSONAL RADI O
| ndia Hotel from 150.

EXT. R VER LEA TOAPATH. 11AM

The towpath is now bustling. A screen deters nosy

| ocal s. The body lies on the tow path unwapped. It is
the body of a m ddle aged Chassidic man, dressed
traditionally. He was GERSHON KLEIN. DET. SGT. PAUL

| BBOTSEN, |ate thirties, black, watches as a DOCTOR

exam nes the body. P.C. VERNONis talking to sone scours
on board the barge. A heavy duty pick up truck is
dragging a tatty Volvo out of the river. As it cones out
| BBOTSEN sees a Swasti ka sprayed on the bonnet.

| BBOTSEN
Oh great, that's all we need!



EXT. TIMBER YARD. M DDAY

D.C. 1. PERCY REYNOLDS has just bought sone |unber and is
lashing it to his roof. H's cellular phone rings. He
takes it out of his anorak pocket and answers it.

REYNOLDS
Yeah?
(LI STENS)
Where? Any |.D? Who found it?

EXT. ALL WEATHER PITCH.. 12. 30PM

HOMRD MJULLEN is running a youth club football training
session on an all weather pitch at a sports centre in
Hackney. REYNOLDS' car pulls up with tinber hastily tied
to the roof rack. REYNOLDS gets out and crosses to the
touch line. He tries to catch HOMRD s eye but can't, so
mar ches across the field to HOMRD. HOMRD whi stles the

session to a halt.

EXT. RIVER LEA TOAPATH. 12. 40PM

The Vol vo stands on the tow path. The SCENE OF CRI ME
TEAM is busy on it. |BBOTSEN watches as TWDO MEN unl oad a
plastic coffin, known as a shell, froma plain transit
van. REYNOLDS and HOMARD arrive in two cars: REYNOLDS in
a Vauxhall Cavalier with tinber sticking out of the sun
roof; HOMRD i n a nondescript hatchback. They get out.

REYNOLDS
Want to have a | ook?

HOWARD
No thanks Guv, | don't even |like
rare beef.

REYNOLDS | ooks at the body and then nods to the
UNDERTAKERS MEN who take it away. | BBOTSEN hands
REYNOLDS a wal | et, obviously fromthe corpse. HOMRD
then joins REYNOLDS and | BBOTSEN, as the SCENE OF CRI ME
TEAM start to wap up. REYNOLDS wat ches t he PHOTOGRAPHER
packi ng up.

REYNOLDS
Did he say when we'd have the
pi ctures?



| BBOTSEN
Tonor r ow af t er noon.

REYNOLDS
How come PhotoKwi k do it in a hour?

REYNOLDS crosses to HOMRD who is studying the swastika
on the Vol vo's bonnet.

REYNOLDS
So why woul d anyone want to kill
one of your Curlie-Wirlies?

HOWARD
(PO NTEDLY)
Lot of people just don't |ike Jews,
sir.

| BBOTSEN
Wiy do they all drive Vol vos
anyway ?

HOWARD
Cos they're not made in Cernmany.

| BBOTSEN
What's wong with a nice Saab
Tur bo?

HOWARD
You can't keep your hat on in a
Saab Tur bo.

REYNCLDS exam nes the wall et.

REYNOLDS
Nanme Gershon Klein nmean anything to
you?

HOMNARD
( APPALLED)
Oh shit!

REYNCLDS
You knew hi nf?



HOWARD
Yeah, he had a Kosher butcher shop
in Dunsnuir Road. Nice man, nice
famly, a lot of these Chassidim
are very leery, but he never was. |
remenber when | was new on this
manor, didn't know a Jew froma jam
sandwi ch, and | was in a patrol car
with Jack Beckett and he stopped
outside his butcher's shop and sent
me in for a pound of pork
sausages. ..

REYNOLDS
Ckay okay, just spare ne the strol
down Menory Lane...
(TO 1 BBOTSEN)
Paul , get back to the nick and set
up the Murder Room |'IlIl square
Area. ..

HOWARD goes to | ook at the body, but it is nowin its
pl astic coffin.

HOWNARD
( RETURNS)
|'d better contact next of kin. Can
| use your poser phone, Gov?

REYNCLDS hands hi mthe phone. HOMRD consults his
el ectroni c organi ser and dials a nunber.

HOMARD
Councillor Pearl? Howard Mull en..

EXT. OUTSIDE THE KLEINS' HOUSE, 3.00PM

HOMRD in a dark suit, gets out of HOMRD s car outside a
neat 1920s house in one of the better turnings in
Stanford HIl. Waiting to neet themis COUNCI LLOR PEARL,
a smartly suited fifty year old Othodox but non-
Chassidic Jew. Wth himis MRS PEARL

HOWARD
Good afternoon sir, Ms Pearl, |I'm
sorry to drag you out, but it's
better if someone she knows. ..



COUNCI LLOR PEARL
O course, of course...(SIGHS) what
a terrible thing...l took the

liberty of contacting Ms Klein's
brother-in-law...

HOMARD
Oh, fine...

The four of themgo up the path to the | ate GERSHON
KLEIN S front door.

HOWARD rings the doorbell. After a few seconds the door
i's opened by ROSA KLEIN, a woman of about 40, quite
attractive under her sheitel. A couple of children,
under ten, peer out round her. Then she recogni ses
COUNCI LLOR PEARL.

ROSA KLEI N
Councillor Pearl? Is it election
time already?

HOWARD

Do you think we could cone in, Ms
Kl ei n?

I NT. ROSA KLEIN S SI TTING ROOM 3. 15PM

A very neat "Shabbos best"” room A nenorah on the
mant el piece. Amrror over. Quite a few fam |y photos,

i ncl udi ng one of the deceased with a very old Chassid,
the OLESHNI CA REBBE, | eader of their particular

Chassi dic dynasty. ROSA KLEINsits in a chair. She | ooks
devastated. RIFKA, her 18 year ol d daughter, is perched
on the arm her armround her nother's shoul ders, trying
to confort her. MRS PEARL is hol ding ROSA's hands in
her's and nmunbl i ng soot hi ng Yi ddi sh. COUNCI LLOR PEARL

I's pouring a glass of whisky at the sideboard. He
brings it to ROSA

HOWARD
...So you hadn't m ssed Gershon?

ROSA KLEI N shakes her head.

Rl FKA
Tata went to New York on Friday
nmor ni ng for Kosher Fest...



HOMARD
VWhat ?

ROSA KLEI N
The Kosher food trade fair.

HOWARD
But when he didn't phone you...?

Rl FKA
He couldn't...

COUNCI LLOR PEARL
You see, by the tinme he got hinself
settled it would have been Shabbos
here, wouldn't it?

HOWARD
O course...(GENTLE) Except he
never got to New York...

There's a ring on the door bell. COUNCI LLOR PEARL | ooks
to HOMRD, then goes to open the front door. He returns
wth SHMUEL SINGER, a powerfully built Chassidic man of
about 60. SHMUEL crosses to ROSA. Hi s denmeanour is one
of loving concern, but as a Chassid he can not touch
her .

SHMUEL
Rosa, |I'mso sorry...
(TO HOMARD)
Are you the policeman?

HOWARD
Const abl e Howard Mul | en. .

SHMUEL
|*' m Shnmuel Singer, Gershon Klein's
brother in law. ..He was ny wife's
br ot her .

SHMUEL t akes HOWARD asi de.

SHMUEL
Constabl e Mull en, when can we have
t he body?

HOMNARD

You know there has to be a post
nortem..?



SHMUEL
The community can arrange a post
nortem strai ght away. .

HOWARD
Let nme ask the Chief Inspector..
(TO RI FKA)
May | use the tel ephone?
(SHE NODS "YES'. HE PI CKS UP
PHONE)

| NTERCUT W TH

I NT. REYNOLDS OFFICE. SAME TI ME
REYNOLDS phone rings. He picks it up.

REYNOLDS
Reynol ds. .. Yeah? What's his hurry?

HOWARD
(AWARE OF SEVERAL PAIRS OF
JEW SH EYES ON H M
The Jewi sh religion commands t hat
bodi es are buried as soon as
possi bl e.

REYNOLDS
And police procedure comuands us
not to release a corpse until a
police pathologist is finished with
it.

HOWARD
So what can | tell M Singer?

REYNOLDS
How about "bol | ocks"?

HOWARD
(HANG NG UP)
Chi ef I nspector Reynol ds says he'l
do all he can to expedite matters.

EXT. KLEINS HOUSE. 4.00 PM

The front door opens. RIFKA is showi ng HOMRD out .



HOWARD
If there's anything | can do...He
was a good nan..

Rl FKA
| know. Thank you. ..

HOMWARD | ooks like he'd Iike to say nore, but RIFKA shuts
t he door. HOMRD cones down the path and gets into his
car, and drives off.

I NT. THE MURDER ROOM 4. 23PM

REYNCLDS, |BBOTSEN and DOYLE are ensconced, as about a
dozen ot her coppers, all in plain clothes, wander in,
nostly | ooki ng peeved about being called in on a Sunday.
| BBOTSEN i s pinning on the wall some pictures; the car,
the victim the scene of the crine etc.

REYNOLDS

( STANDS)
Right, sorry | had to drag you al
away from Lazi o versus Juventus,
but this norning we pulled a dead
Jewi sh mal e, 52 years of age, out
of the River Lea. He was inside a
car with a swastika painted on it,
so we probably aren't dealing with
a road traffic accident.

The door opens and HOMRD enters with briefcase.

REYNOLDS
d ad you could join us, Millen
HOWARD
Pleasure's all mne sir. Shall [..?
REYNOLDS

Be ny guest.

HOMRD t akes sone photos fromhis case. They' re of very
ol d Chassidic sages. He gives themto WPC GANDER, who

pins the pictures up.



HOWARD
Ckay. A few words about the
Chassidim Firstly, they may all
wear the sane cl ot hes but they
don't all belong to the
sanme...well, sect....

-10-
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DAY TWO.  MONDAY

FADE | N

EXT. STAMFORD HI LL 9. 00AM

HOMRD s briefing continues as a voice over during the
first part of this scene.

HOWARD( V/ O)
There's at | east a dozen, each
followng a different Rebbe, or
hereditary | eader. Gershon Klein
was a Tel ushkiner, a follower of
the A eshni ca Rebbe, who lives in
New Yor k. There's not nuch
di fference between the sects to an
outsider - or to other Jews cone to
that. Wiich Rebbe you foll ow
depends on which Polish village
your great grandfather lived in.
It's hereditary, |ike what footbal
team you support. Sone Chassi di m
are Arsenal, sone are Spurs, sone
are Leyton Orient. But they've al
got one trait in common; they're
very introspective and old
fashioned in their norals. No
Chassidic woman will let a man into
the house if her husband is out.
Bear that in m nd when doi ng house
to houses. Thirdly, they're very
secretive. This isn't going to be
easy.

A transit containing some of the MJRDER TEAM pl us sone
UNI FORMED POLICE pulls up and they all get out. W see
them fan out and start going door to door. Sone go into
shops, O hers we follow down side streets.

EXT. THE KLEINS STREET. 9.15AM

DOYLE marches up to a door in the Kleins' street. He
knocks. The door is opened a crack by a CHASSI D C WOVAN,
SHOSHONNA. (Who is married to YOSSEL, of whom nore

| ater)

-11-
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DOYLE
Good norni ng
(FLASHES PCLICE I.D.)
["m ..

SHOSHONNA
You' Il have to cone back when ny
husband' s hone from busi ness.
( SHUTS DOOR)

DOYLE
Wl cone to downt own Shni ckel svill e.

| NT. KOSHER GROCER S. 9. 25AM
P.C. VERNONis talking to the manager, YAKOV.

YAKOV
Why woul d anyone want to kill hinf!

P. C. VERNON
That's what we want to know. When
did you | ast see M Kl ein?

YAKOV
" m not sure.

P. C. VERNON
But his shop is only down the
street!

YAKOV
W didn't mx nmuch. He was
Tel ushni ker, |'m Lubavitcher.

EXT. ANOTHER HOUSE I N THE KLEINS STREET. 9.40AM

D.S.IBBOTSEN i s on the doorstep. The front door is open
and he is showi ng a photograph of GERSHON KLEIN to
MARCI A, a middl e class black housew fe.

MARCI A
| hate to say it, but they all |ook
ali ke to ne.

-12-
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I NT. KLEIN' S POULTERERS. 9. 45AM

I BBOTSEN is talking to MJ SHE, a downtrodden m ddl e aged
Chassid in a pink sneared apron. MJ SHE | ooks as if he's
still shaken by GERSHON s deat h.

MO SHE
No, he just |eft as usual Thursday
night, said he'd see ne in a week.

| BBOTSEN
Can you think of any reason...?

MO SHE
Why he shoul d have been kill ed?
Si nce when do peopl e need reasons
to kill Jews?

DOV enters with his shopping bag. He stops when he sees
t he |1 BBOTSEN

DOV
"Il come back...

| BBOTSEN
Don't worry, |'m going.
(EXITS)

DOV
A schwar ze policeman?

MO SHE nods and shrugs.

DOV
Aski ng about poor Gershon, huh? Do
you think he knew there was a
cheremin his nane? Did he seem
upset...?

SHMUEL is wal king by. He stops and we see himl ook
t hrough the open door and listen to pov and MISHE' S
conversation. Then SHMUEL enters.

SHMUEL
So Moi she, you bearing up?

MO SHE
Yeah yeah. ..
(ANOTHER EXPRESSI VE SHRUG)

-13-
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DOV
Wiile I"'mhere |I'd better have half
a roasting chicken and three pair
of vi ennas.

I NT. KAVANAGH S | NSURANCE BRCOKERS. 10. 30AM

A young indian couple are | eaving as REYNOLD and DOYLE
enter.

JOHN KAVANAGH, a dark suited, respectable |ooking "Essex
man", in his Forties, (looks |ike "Tebbit" 25 years ago)
sits behind a second hand desk in a shabby office
converted froma shop. Lots of posters for insurance
conpani es, but pride of place goes to a big picture of
The Queen. He looks up fromformfilling.

JOHN KAVANAGH
Good norning gentl enen. How very
nice to see you, though I was
al ways under the inpression that
you coul d get conpetitive insurance
rates through the Police
Federati on.

REYNOLDS
Does the nane Gershon Kl ein nean
anything to you?

JOHN KAVANAGH
Wul d he be of the Jew sh
per suasi on by any chance?

REYNOLDS
(1 RRI TATED)
No, he was a Rastafarian!

JOHN KAVANAGH
( UNFAZED)
O course | don't mx with the
Chosen People to a great extent.

REYNOLDS
| suppose your Britain First
activities don't | eave you nuch
time for socialising?

JOHN KAVANAGH
Exactly.

- 14-



REYNOLDS
But maybe sone of your associ ates
were in the Stanford H Il area | ast
Friday and just for a giggle they
decided to kill a m ddle aged
Chassid and stuff himin the boot
of his Vol vo?

JOHN KAVANAGH
| s that what happened? How
dreadful. | can assure you none of
our people would do a thing |ike
t hat .

DOYLE
Real | y? Isn't one of your henchnen
awaiting trial for fire-bonbing a
Paki st ani grocers?

JOHN KAVANAGH
(COALY)
There's a world of difference
between a Paki and a Yid, M Doyl e.

-15-
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DAY THREE. TUESDAY

FADE | N

I NT. MJRDER ROOM 9. 00AM

The nmurder team plus sone of the station's uniforned
top brass, including CH EF SUPERI NTENDANT HAMLIN. He's
an anbitious 40 year old, knows he's going places.
(Think Greg Dyke but taller) University educated, but
he's kept his a London accent.

REYNOLDS
...right nowit still |ooks |like a
race crinme, but the Curl...the

Chassidimare a very private |ot,
and what we've got fromthem can be
best summed up in the phrase "Sod
all".

HOMRD arrives and slips into a seat.

C.S. HAMLIN
But they're going to co-operate
when one of their own's been
topped, aren't they?

REYNOLDS
You' d think so..

C.S. HAMLIN
So what do we know?

REYNOLDS
H's wife thought he was going to
New York, so he wasn't m ssed.
Coul d nmean he was killed by soneone
who knew his his novenents..

C.S. HAMLIN
Moti ve?

REYNCLDS
God knows Quv. ..
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C.S. HAMLIN
But He's not going to give a
statenment, is he? What about the
mur der weapon?

REYNOLDS
According to the pathol ogi st he was
bl udgeoned to death with a heavy
met al object, then stabbed through
the eyes. ..

HOMRD reacts violently to the news about the eyes.

HOWARD

He was what?! He was stabbed
t hrough the eyes and no-one told
me?! The single nost inportant
pi ece of evidence and no-one tells
me! O course not! I'mjust a
bl eedi ng constabl e! Chri st!

(HE STORMS QUT)

I NT. CORRIDOR. 9. 05

HOMRD i s wal king angrily towards his office. REYNOLDS
catches up with him

REYNCLDS
Howar d!

HOMARD wal ks on. REYNOLDS catches up with him

REYNOLDS
Are you going to tell nme what the
hell that was all about, or are you
going to stand here and try and win

an Gscar ?!

HOWARD
Do you know what the word "Moyser"
nmeans?

REYNOLDS
O course | do. It's Jewi sh for
bast ar d.

HOWARD

That's Moneza! Jesus Chri st!

-17-
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I NT. THE MJURDER ROOM 9. 30AM

The MURDER TEAM are all present, as well as HAM.I N and
one or two UNI FORMED | NSPECTORS. HOMRD st ands before
them and talks.

HOWARD
.... a "Myser" is an infornmer who
hasn't informed yet. By Chassidic
tradition, if someone is about to
grass to the civil authorities, he
or she can be killed. And stabbing
t hrough the eyes is the traditional
way of telling the rest of the
community that the killing was
legit.

C.S. HAMLIN
| didn't know you were Jew sh?

HOWARD
|"'mnot, sir.

C.S. HAMLIN
Are you sure about this?! It's
happened before has it?

HOWARD
Well...not for certain, but if you
read the Chassidic literature...

REYNOLDS
It sounds |ike the bl oody Mafi a!

HOWARD
Not quite, Guv. The Chassidi sm
aren't a crimnal conspiracy.
they're a devout and | aw abi di ng
people. Trouble is, sone of their
| aws are three thousand years ol d.

C.S. HAMLIN
So who woul d have ordered this
killing then?

HOWARD
Coul d be anyone sir. A couple of
men get together, decide it has to
be done, and there's your "Cherent
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REYNOLDS
Speak Engli sh!

HOMNARD
The deat h sentence.

FADE QUT
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DAY FOUR.  WEDNESDAY

FADE | N

INT. ROSA KLEIN S SI TTING ROOM  7PM

The mrror has been covered with a sheet, and al
phot ogr aphs have been renoved. ROSA, Rl FKA, EZRA -

RI FKA'S 14 year old brother - ESTHER SI NGER, and
GERSHON' s FATHER, about 80 years old, all "sit shiva" on
| ow wooden chairs fromthe kindergarten. The roomis
crowded with Chassidic nen, praying individually. One of
themis DOV ROSENGARTEN, about 40 years old. The wonen
are in the kitchen being inferior. HOMRD has cone to
pay his respects. He wears a skull cap. O her MOURNERS
assune he's Jewish. He is going along the |ine of

nour ners.

HOWARD
(TO EACH MOURNER)
| wsh you long life...l w sh you

long life..

SHMUEL enters. Fromthe way people react to his entrance
we can see he is a highly respected man in this
community. He crosses to ROSA, the w dow.

SHVUEL
Look, this cane to the office. From
The Rebbe! (HE TAKES FROM HI S
POCKET A FAX) "I am deeply saddened
to hear of the death of Gershon ben
Mordecai Zvi, our brother in Torah.
But | know that already he is
sitting at the right hand of
Hakodesh Baruchoo. "

A TEENAGE G RL cones in with a tray of |enon teas and
cake. SHMUEL takes sone and nutters a qui ck bl essing

before eating. (Everyone else would do |ikew se) Dov

crosses to SHMUEL.

DOV
Can | see that?

SHMUEL shows Dov the fax. He's very inpressed.

- 20-
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DOV( SV)
So the Moyser business isn't true?

SHMUEL
(FLICKS H' S EYES TOMRDS HOWARD)
Not in front of the goyim

HOMWARD smi | es vaguely round the room and | eaves. DOV
returns to badgering SHVUEL.

DOV
Wul d the Rebbe send such a nessage
if Gershon had been...?

SHMUEL
Dov, don't try to out-think the
Rebbe.

The door opens and a young couple enter - AVROM & RUTH
SI NGER, SHMUEL' s son and daughter in |law. They are not
Chassidic. AVROMwears a skull cap with a conventi onal
dark suit, shirt and tie; RUTHIis denurely dressed, but
has her own hair. They draw intrigued and slightly
hostile gl ances as they cross to the nourners. SHMUEL
cuts them dead. AVROM hugs ESTHER, his nother. SHMUJEL
wal ks out.

AVROM
Hel | o Mummy.

FADE QUT
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DAY FI VE. THURSDAY

FADE | N

| NT. REYNOLDS CAR  10. 30PM
HOWARD and REYNOLDS are driving to Ford open prison.

REYNOLDS
| still don't think we shoul d
di scount Kavanagh. ..

HOWARD
It's not the Nazis. They woul dn't
know about the eyes.

REYNOLDS
You know and you're not Jewi sh. And
if it is your Myser killing,
what's the swastika all about?

HOWARD
Maybe just to confuse us.

REYNOLDS
Bl oody worked then, hasn't it?

I NT. ESTHER SINGCER S KI TCHEN. 11. 55AM

A kosher kitchen, with two sinks and two fridges. ESTHER
i s peeling potatoes. Her son, AVROM and her daughter-
in-law, RUTH, sit at the kitchen table drinking tea.

AVROM
....but you need a break, and the
children would love it if you cane
wi t h.

ESTHER SI NGER
And who woul d | ook after your
fat her?

AVROM
He'd survive. He can eat at the
Carnel. He always criticises your
cooki ng anyway!
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The front door slanms. ESTHER gi ves an al nost
I nperceptible cringe. SHMJEL enters. AVROM and RUTH
st and.

AVROM
Hel | o dad.

SHMUEL
(1 GNORES AVROM AND RUTH)
"Il need ny lunch early because
the Beth Din's sitting this
afternoon. And don't bring
strangers into ny house.
(WALKS QUT)

ESTHER SI NGER
He doesn't mean it!

AVROM
O course he neans it.

RUTH
Avrom how | ong are you going to
let himtreat you |ike this?!

ESTHER SI NGER
He'll cone round..

RUTH
He' s never even seen his
grandchi | dr en!

EXT. FORD OPEN PRI SON GATES. 11AM

REYNOLDS' car is driving through the gates.

I NT. PRI SON | NTERVI EWROOM  11. 15AM

HOMRD and REYNOLDS wait in a bare room just a table
and chairs.

REYNOLDS
Sure he'll talk to us?
HOWARD
He'll talk, he belongs to a snal

sect that doesn't really get on
with the others....

-23-

23



24

REYNCLDS
Oh, he's a sort of MIIwall
Chassid, is he?

The door opens and a PRI SON OFFI CER brings in DAVID
GUNTZMAN, a Chassidic prisoner. He wears a skull cap and
prison clothes, but like virtually all Chassidic nales
the fringes of his Tzitzis hang out of his shirt. He
wears a Trusty's red arm band. He shakes HOWRD s hand.

DAVI D GUNTZNMAN
M Millen, good to see you.

HOWARD
You too. This is Detective Chief
| nspect or Reynol ds. . .

DAVI D GUNTZNMAN
Davi d Gunt zman, pleased to neet
you. ..

HOMARD
(PO NTS TO GUNTZMAN' S ARM BAND)
Ei ther you've joined the Comuni st
Party or they've nmade you a Trusty.

DAVI D GUNTZNMAN
| wsh | was a Communist, then
woul dn't be doing three years for
forgetting to pay ny V.A T.

HOWARD
On ten mllion quids worth of
Kr ugger ands.

GUNTZMAN | aughs and shrugs.

HOWARD
Anyway |'ve brought you a little
treat.
(TAKES A PAPER BAG FROM HI S
POCKET)

Two best Scotch sal non bagels with
just a shneer of cream cheese.

DAVI D GUNTZVAN
You'll go straight to heaven

GUNTZVAN says a quick blessing and takes a bite. A big
smle.
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DAVI D GUNTZNVAN
(TO THE PRI SON OFFI CER)
M Moncur, | don't suppose you
could bring us all a nice cup of
tea?

THE PRI SON OFFI CER t hi nks about it, agrees,

HOWARD
| popped in on your wife the other
day... with a WP.C. naturally.
She's not | ooking too bad under the
ci rcunstances. And your Chaimis
growi ng up fast. He nust get bar
m t zvahed soon?

DAVI D GUNTZNAN
You're right, please God |I can get
conpassi onat e | eave. ..

REYNOLDS
(GETTI NG | MPATI ENT)
M Millen told ne you m ght be able
to throw sone light on a case we're
wor ki ng on?

DAVI D GUNTZNAN
| read about it. O course | only
knew CGershon Klein by sight, ny
Rebecca al ways used to find his
chicken a bit on the skinny side.

HOWARD
Do you believe he was a Myyser?
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DAVI D GUNTZNVAN
It's possible...The real question
is, what secrets do the
Tel ushki ners have that are worth
killing for? I"'mglad to say |
don't know But we are comng up to
Pesach...sorry, M Reynol ds,
Passover, and every year the Rebbe
makes a big inportant speech. A
coupl e of years back the
Lubavi t cher Rebbe announced he was
t he Messi ah! Maybe this year the
A eshni ca Rebbe is going to go one
better and decl are he's Hashem
Al m ghty! A | eak about that could
be worth suppressing, eh?

EXT. FORD OPEN PRI SON. 11. 30AM
HOMWARD and REYNOLDS are wal ki ng back to REYNOLDS car.

REYNOLDS
Don't they think about anything
except religion? What a waste of
tinme!

HOWARD
Not at all. Quntzman's got great
contacts, if he doesn't know what's
goi ng on, no one does.

REYNOLDS
And that's good is it?

HOWARD
At |east it suggests the next step.

I NT. BETH DIN COURTROOM 2. 10PM

A roomin the synagogue which is a nondescript post war
bui | ding. The Beth Din - the religious court - is
sitting. There are FIVE DAYAN M (Judges), i ncluding
SHMUEL. They are adjudicating in a dispute between DOV
and YOSSEL W LSHANSKY, a Chassid in his late 30s. He
speaks English well, but has a heavy Russi an accent.
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YOSSEL
...but instead of dat kosher St
Emlion, he tries to palmne off
wth ten cases of Chateau Missi dan
whi ch | haven't even heard of and
wor se, doesn't have a "kosher for
Pesach" certificate. How can I
give those to ny clients?!

DOV
You' ve got a letter here fromthe
Chi ef Rabbi's office in Paris that
all Chateau Mussidan is prepared
under Pesach-di kke condi ti ons!

YOSSEL
It still isn't St Emlion!

DOV
It's better than St Em i on.
Mussi dan is the second w ne of
Chat eau Bal zac! I'moffering him
here one of the great w nes of
Bor deaux and he's conpl ai ni ng!

YOSSEL
And because he says so |'m supposed
to pay £10 a case nore, am|l?

DOV
Shoyn, you can have it at the | ower
price...

YOSSEL
| don't know. ..(LOOKI NG AT CHI EF
RABBI' S LETTER)

SHMUEL
Gentlenmen, is this a dispute about
price or about whether the w ne's
kosher ?

YOSSEL
It's not the noney!

SHMUEL
So if Dov gave you the w ne for
nothing you still wouldn't want it?
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YOSSEL
| wouldn't say that....

INT. HOMRD S OFFI CE. 3PM

HOMRD enters. Sits down, picks up the phone and dials a
nunber .

HOWARD
H, it's ne.

HOMWARD hangs up and |ights a cigarette. H's other phone
rings. HOMRD answers it.

HOWARD
Hell 0. Yeah. | was just wondering
if you know what's going on with
t he Tel ushni kas?

| NTERCUT W TH

I NT. ANOTHER PHONE.

We are very tight on the phone OF HOMRD S | NTERLOCUTOR
We can see a lipsticked nouth and a hand with painted
nails. She has a neutral accent. Not even HOMRD knows

her nane. Let's call her MOUTH

MOUTH

When we know you'll know.
HOWARD

Do you have anyone?
MOUTH

When we know you' Il know.

EXT. STAMFORD HI LL STREETS. 3. 30PM

SHMUEL i s wal ki ng hone. Dov catches hi m up.

DOV
Dayan, | just wanted to thank you
for your decision over that

dr aykop.
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SHMUEL
| don't claimit's the judgenent of
Sol onon, but at |east you didn't
wast e hundreds of pounds washi ng
your dirty linen in front of a
Goyi she court.

DOV
| know, | know.. ..

They wal k together in silence for a few nonents.

DOV
| had the police at ny warehouse
t he ot her day, they were asking
about poor Gershon, ov'a
sholem .. They said there was a
swasti ka painted on the car.

SHMUEL
| heard that too.

DOV
Maybe they didn't know the
significance of the other
busi ness. ..

SHVUEL
Way shoul d the Goyi m know?

DOV
Do you know? | nean the reason? You
were famly.

SHVIUEL
It was as big a shock to ne...

DOV
| only saw himthe day before he
was going to New York. He didn't
| ook so happy...Maybe he knew his
life was in danger. Maybe that was
why he wanted to go to New York?

SHMUEL
(STILL LI GHT)
Dov, what's it to you?
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DOV
| liked him that's all. Wen
arrived here from Marsaill es he was
one of the first people | got to
know. He was a nensch.

SHVUEL
( EXASPERATED)
Then he was just as likely to tel
you what was bothering himas to
tell me. Don't keep going on about
it!

INT. HAMLIN S OFFI CE

HOWARD knocks and enters.

REYNOLDS
el | ?

HOWARD
| " ve spoken to the other people and
| think they've got soneone on the

gr ound.

C.S. HAMLIN
Who are these "other people”
exact|ly?

HOWARD

Can't really say, sir.

REYNOLDS
Yes you can! Wo are they? C I.A?
| sraeli Secret Service? The
Oval ti nees?!

HOWARD
The thing is sir, |'ve been working
with this coomunity for el even
years, you nake a | ot of contacts.

There are people | can call, but
it's not official, and if | try to
make it official, they' Il just
evapor at e!
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EXT. SYNAGOGUE. 11PM

A | adder | eans up against the high gate. TWO 30 YEAR
COLD MEN are painting "KILL THE OVEN DODGERS' on the side
wal | . They clinb back over the fence, put their |adder
back on the roof rack of their Cortina, and throw the
pot of white paint over the fence, enjoying the ness it
makes on | anding. They drive off as FOUR BLACK TEENAGERS
cones noisily down the road, trying car handl es. Near
the shul they find an unl ocked and anci ent Vol vo. They
pile in, one of themhot wires the ignition, and they
screech off, running a red light. A Panda car is com ng
the other way. The DRI VER picks up his radio hand set.

EXT. STAMFORD H LL AREA. 11. 03PM

The stolen Vol vo speeds along a nain road, |oud Jew sh
weddi ng nusi c playing on the cassette nachine. A police
Sierra gives noisy chase. The Vol vo screeches into a
side road, through a width restriction "funnel". It goes
through fast, losing a wwng mrror, and accel erates...
but there are speed hunps. At the first hunp, the Volvo
takes off, nose dives into the asphalt and stalls. Three
of the youths run off, |eaving a stunned fourth behi nd
the drivers' wheel. The police Sierra drives sedately up
and the TWDO OFFI CERS get out. They hel p/drag THE DRI VER
out .

FI RST POLI CEMAN
( DEADPAN)
s this your vehicle, sir?

BLACK YOUTH
Sur e.

FI RST POLI CEMAN
Can you tell ne the registration
nunber ?

BLACK YOUTH
| only bought it yesterday off one
of them Kosher Cowboys...| haven't
even had tine to get any new
cassettes.

The SECOND POLI CEMAN turns off the ignition and the
nmusi ¢ stops. He takes the keys and has a good | ook
inside the car with his flashlight.
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FI RST POLI CEMAN
Anyt hi ng?

SECOND POLI CEVAN
No, but | wouldn't be surprised if
there were sone drugs in the boot.

BLACK YOUTH
( EXASPERATED)
Ch piss off!

The SECOND POLI CEMAN unl ocks the boot and opens it.
Lying inside is DOV, dead. He has been stabbed through
t he eyes.

SECOND PCLI CEMAN
Wul d this be the gentl eman who
sold you the car?

The YOUTH | ooks in the boot and is sick.

FADE OQUT
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DAY Sl X.  FRI DAY

FADE | N

INT. HOMRD S HALL. JUST AFTER M DNI GHT.

The doorbell rings. REYNOLDS conmes out of the front room
and opens it. It's HOMRD, in a track suit and with a
sports bag and wet hair.

HOWARD
( SURPRI SED)
There's sonet hing back to front
here, guv...Can | cone in?

REYNOLDS
Wher e have you been? Your m ssus
was expecting you ages ago.

HOWARD
What' s up?

REYNOLDS
They' ve topped anot her one!
I NT. HOMRD S LIVING ROOM 12. 10AM

HOMRD s |living room HOMRD i s alone. He dials a nunber.
He waits.

| NTERCUT W TH

I NT. CLOSE-UP ON THE OTHER PHONE

The sanme nysterious hand picks up the tel ephone and
brings it to the anonynous painted |ips.

HOWARD
| know it's late, but have you
hear d?

MOUTH
Heard what ?

HOWARD
It's happened agai n.
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MOUTH
VWho i s he?

HOWARD
A wi ne nerchant call ed Dov
Rosengart en.

MOUTH
Damm.
I NT. HOWARD S HALL

HOMARD cones out of the living room REYNOLDS is outside
t he door.

REYNOLDS

Wel| ? Has your nole heard anything?
HOWARD

Doubt it...
REYNOLDS

(HE TW GS)
That wasn't himin the boot of the
Vol vo?!

HOWARD nods sorrowful ly.

INT. C. S.HAMLIN S OFFICE. 9AM
HAMLI N sits behind his desk. REYNOLDS and HOMRD st and.

C.S. HAMLIN
You' re absolutely positive it's not
Kavanagh's | ot?

HOWARD
| don't think so, sir, and neither
do the other people.

C.S. HAMLIN
So they're going to send in another
nmol e are they? God! |If Special
Branch find out there's another
bl oody Israeli spy on the way,
they'll do their pieces!

HOWARD
| expect they know already sir.
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D.S. HAMLIN

(KEEPI NG HI' S PATI ENCE W TH

DI FFI CULTY)
Listen Mullen. 1'm41, |1've been a
Chi ef Superintendant since | was
36, and sone say ny rise has been
little short of neteoric. Wen
left University and joined the Mt
| prom sed nyself |'d be Chief
Const abl e of sonmewhere by the end
of the century. If I'"'mnot, | shal
blame it on you, Millen, and ny
wath will be horrible to behold.

HOWARD
"Il keep your nanme out of it, sir.
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DAY ElI GHT.  SUNDAY

FADE | N

I NT. HEATHROW ARRI VALS HALL. 8. 00AM

ASSORTED TRAVELLERS are com ng through with their
trolleys, including several CHASSIDIM One of themis
EPHRAIM LIPSHI TZ, a well built man in his early forties,
pushing a trolley |oaded with a couple of battered
suitcases with United airline |abels.

EXT. SHALOM KOSHER HOTEL. 9AM

A bl ack taxi stops outside this small Othodox hotel.
EPHRAI M pays and goes into the Shal om

I NT. EPHRAIM S HOTEL ROOM 9. 15AM

The HOTELI ER, a chassidic man of 60, shows EPHRAIMinto
the room They both touch their fingers to their 1ips
and then to the Mezzuzah on the door janb as they enter.
The roomis clean but sparse; a single bed, a snal

ensui te shower roomand toilet. There's an electric
kettle and a jar of kosher instant coffee. On the wal

Is a photo of The Lubavitcher Rebbe.

HOTELI ER
Lunch is 12.30, supper is at 8.00
to give you time to go to shu
first, breakfast tonorrowis from
7.00 until 9.00. (EXITS)

EPHRAI M goes into the "bathroont and tries the shower. A
sad trickle energes.

EPHRAI M
(IN A STRONG NEW YORK ACCENT)
Wel cone to Engl and.

EPHRAI M t hrows hi nsel f down on the bed and shuts his
eyes.
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EXT. SYNAGOGUE. 6.00PM

EPHRAI Mi s wal king towards the synagogue. TWO CHASSI DI C
MEN, YOSSEL AND MO SHE are coming fromthe other
di rection.

MOl SHE
Hel | o. .

EPHRAI M
Hi ...

MOl SHE

Ah, you're American?

EPHRAI M
Just arrived...

YOSSEL
You're comng to shul ?

EPHRAI M
Yeah, though I'mso jet |agged I
don't knowif it's Shachris or
Maariv. ..

THE TWO CHASSI DI M | augh enornously at this. They turn
into the gates of the synagogue, where several Chassidim
mll around greeting each other. One of themis SHMUEL.
MO SHE hails SHMUEL.

MO SHE
Reb Singer, here's a friend from
New Yor K.

EPHRAI M

Ephrai m Li pshitz..
EPHRAI M of fers his hand to SHMJUEL, who shakes it.

SHMUEL
O course, Ms Danziger said you
were comng here to find a nice

girl...
EPHRAI M
| hope so.
(SPOTS THE ERADI CATED NAZI
SLOGAN)

Havi ng troubl e?
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YOSSEL
Alittle, but sonme people are
| ooking into it.

FADE QUT
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DAY NI NE. MONDAY

FADE | N

INT. COWMUNITY HALL. 8. 30PM

A shabby hall on a council estate. About 25 people in

t he audi ence, including a good few skinheads as well as
about a dozen ordinary working class folk, including
sonme pensioners. On the stage a trestle table draped
with a Union Jack. KAVANAGH sits behind it, arns fol ded,
trying to look like a Fuhrer. Next to him standing, is
a skinny aristo. woman of about 60, LADY HALSTEAD.

LADY HALSTEAD
But the sinple truth of the matter
is there were no such things as
Concentration Canps, that there
never was a Hol ocaust! There were
Labour canps, to which eneni es of
the German Reich - Conmuni sts,
Honosexual s, Jews, were sent...

EXT. COMWUN TY HALL. 8.31PM

A GROUP OF YOUNG JEWS are getting out of cars and
advancing on the hall, their faces covered.

LADY HALSTEAD( VI O
And regrettably, in the | ast days
of the war when Allied bonbing
di srupted German supply lines,
several thousand of these inmates
di ed of disease and starvation...
t hough there were i nnunerable
i nstances in which canp guards went
w thout food in order to sustain...

The YOUNG JEWS kick the hall doors in, |lob in snoke
bonbs, and charge. Mst of the audience flee. A few
toughs try to fight. LADY HALSTEAD and KAVANAGH get
tranpled in the nel ee.

FADE OQUT
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DAY TEN. TUESDAY

FADE | N

I NT. HOTEL SHALOM BREAKFAST ROOM 9. 00AM

A FEW JEW SH MEN, Chassidi mor Yekkers (Orthodox non-
Chassidim, have finished breakfast, and are al
separately nuttering their grace after neals. One of
themis EPHRAIM The HOTELI ER enters, and waits for
EPHAI M to finish.

HOTELI ER
M Lipshitz, your car's here.

EXT. HOTEL SHALOM 9. 05AM

A very battered old Carlton estate (for a change) waits
outside the hotel. There's a sticker on the driver's
door that says "The Kosher Cab Conpany", and on the back
w ndow a stickers which reads "This cab runs on dei sel,
not on Shabbos". The CABBIE is a young tough | ooking
chassid. He sees EPHRAI M com ng out of the hotel. He
radi os his base.

CABBI E
Laned G mmel picking up outside the
Shal om and shl epping to Springfield
Gardens. .. Though why he can't wal k,
| could be doing an airport!

EPHRAI M gets into the cab which drives off noisily and
snoki | y.
EXT. SPRI NGFI ELD GARDENS, 9. 12AM

The taxi pulls into one of the best streets in N16 and
stops outside quite an el egant 1920s house. EPHRAI M gets
out .
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I NT. MRS DANZI GER S PARLOUR 9. 30AM

MRS DANZI GER' S front roomis set out as a smart hone
office, with a personal conputer, fax etc. She is a
smart wi dow of about 60. Wth a strong mttel European
accent and a very expensive sheitel. She has a conputer
print out of EPHRAIM s details. They each have a nice
gl ass tea.

EPHRAI M
...so, after the Yom Ki ppur war, |
wasn't sure what to do with ny
life, and a Chassid I'd net in the
arny took ne along to his shul one
Shabbos to hear the d eshni ke
Rebbe. ..

MRS DANZI GER
(1 MPRESSED)
You net hi nP!

EPHRAI M
| saw him that was enough. And
when | realised | had travelled
t housands of mles to hear a
tzaddi kK who usually resided fifteen
mles fromwhere |'d been brought
up, | went back to New York...

MRS DANZI GER
So why have you cone to England to
find a bride?

EPHRAI M
Wl | ... mybe because | came in from
a non-orthodox background |I'd never
be conpletely accepted in Anerica.
And also | want to start a printing
busi ness here, and to get
resi dency. ..

MRS DANZI GER
...you need an English w fe.

VRS DANZI GER taps sone keys on her conputer sw tchboard.
The printer chatters into life.
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MRS DANZI GER
|'ve got three very nice hai msher
girls for you to neet... one of
themisn't at her best right now
because sadly her father passed
away very recently. ..

MRS DANZI GER takes the print-out. Three sheets, each
with a photo (scanned into the conputer) and a wite up
on the girl. EPHRAIMI| ooks at them W see Rl FKA -

pretty, unspoilt.

EPHRAI M
Rifka Klein...? Very pretty
girl...Wasn't Klein the name of the

man who...?

MRS DANZI GER
Better we don't talk about it.

INT. C S HAMLIN S OFFICE. 9. 35PM

KAVANAGH i s with HAMLIN. KAVANAGH s armis in plaster and
he has a swoll en face.

JOHN KAVANAGH
...five people are in hospital,
i ncl udi ng the Dowager Lady
Hal st ead, who may have sust ai ned
serious brain danmage. .

HAMLI N s face says "How can you tell?"

C.S. HAMLIN
| can assure you M Kavanagh that
we are treating this attack very
seriously.

JOHN KAVANAGH
You'll forgive ne if | respond to
that with a hollow | augh. How many
| sraelites and Red thugs have you
i nt errogat ed?

C.S. HAMLIN
We can't just round up people on
the basis of their political
affiliations.
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JOHN KAVANAGH
VWll, | hope you nake an arrest
soon, Chief Superintendent, or
may not be able to prevent sone of
our nore head strong nenbers from
taking the law into their own
hands. . .

INT. DR WNNER S SURGERY. 10. 30AM

DR RICHARD WNNER is a fit-1ooking Jew sh non-orthodox
G P. part of a small group practice in a Victorian house
in Stanford HIl. He is attending to the SEVEN YEAR OLD
SON of a HARRASSED PREGNANT CHASSI DI C HOUSEW FE. She i s
about 30, | ooks 40. She has the child on her |ap. Her

FI VE YEAR OLD and FOUR YEAR OLD play wth sone toys the
doctor keeps in the surgery. THE TWO YEAR OLD sits in
her buggy with a bottle of kosher juice. DR WNNER i s
exam ning the sick child s throat and ears with the
funny pointy torchy thing (sorry to have to get
technical).

DR W NNER
I"'mafraid it |ooks |ike munps, Ms
Kravitz, so you may want to keep
l[ittle Shlonmo away from your
husband. . .
(LOOKS AT ALL THE RUG RATS)
O nmaybe not. ..

MRS KRAVITZ smles at this, gets up awkwardly, and
rounds up her posse. DR W NNER presses his "next" button
and tidies up the toys. MRS KRAVI TZ | eaves as | BBOTSEN
enters. She instinctively shrinks away from himas she
goes. |IBBOTSEN is aware of this and it irks him

DR W NNER
Sergeant |bbotsen...So what seens
to be the problen? Flat feet?

| BBOTSEN
"' m conducting enquiries into the
attack on a Britain First neeting
[ ast night...

DR W NNER
( AMUSED)
You?!
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| BBOTSEN
The Metropolitan Police is an equal
opportunities enpl oyer, Doctor.

DR W NNER
So what do you want ne to do?
Hopeful |y you' ve got a Nazi for ne
to certify dead.

| BBOTSEN
Where were you | ast night, sir?

DR W NNER
Before or after | beat the shit out
of the Dowager Lady Hal stead?

| BBOTSEN
Is that a confession?

DR W NNER
No, it's nore a case of wi shfu
t hi nki ng. Actually | spent nost of
the evening in ny garage, trying to
change the fan belt on a
recal citrant Triunph Stag.

| BBOTSEN
And that's where you got those
badl y brui sed knuckl es?

DR W NNER
Preci sel y.

| BBOTSEN
Then you woul dn't object if I asked
you to take part in an identity
par ade?

DR W NNER
O course not... although | heard
t he perpetrators of this heinous
crime all wore bal acl avas.

| BBOTSEN
| don't think you're treating this
very seriously, Doctor..
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DR W NNER
Au contraire sergeant, | take it
very seriously indeed. Two nen have
been nmurdered, two Jews. ..

| BBOTSEN
Were either of the victins patients
of your sir?

DR W NNER
No, ny interest in themis purely
racial .

EXT. DUNSMJU R ROAD, 3PM

Downt own Shni ckl esville, renmenber? Bustling with
CHASSI DI C SHOPPERS. W see MRS DANZI GER drive down the
street in her Metro and doubl e parks and gets out.

INT. "LEAH S". 3. 05PM

"Leah's" is a Chassidic sheitel shop. Lots of w gs on
pol ystyrene forns. There are three chairs. LEAH is
adjusting a YOUNG WFE' S wig on her head. RIFKA is
tidying the rather weary sheitel of ESTHER SI NGER, who
as ever | ooks depressed.

Rl FKA
You should really treat yourself to
a new sheitel for Pesach, Auntie
Est her. ..

ESTHER SI NGER
Why bot her? (SI GHS)

MRS DANZI GER enters. She nmakes a beeline for R FKA.

MRS DANZI GER
Est her, you | ook pale, you need a
hol i day.

ESTHER SI NGER
(M LDLY | RRI TTATED)
Who asked you, Mrianf
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MRS DANZI GER
No-one, |I'ma kocheleffel, that's
what makes nme such a good match
maker . Speaki ng of which, Rifka..

MRS DANZI GER beckons RI FKA to one si de.

Rl FKA
I"mnot quite finished here...

ESTHER SI NGER
"Il do. At ny age | don't ask for
m racl es.

ESTHER crosses to LEAH and pays her. MRS DANZI NGER
adopts a conspiratorial tone with Rl FKA

MRS DANZI GER
Have | found a shiddach for you!
(BEFORE RI FKA CAN PROTEST)
| know it's not such a good tine,
but neet himat |east.

I NT. MRS DANZI NGER S OFFI CE. 5. 30PM

Rl FKA and EPHRAI M sit on separate chairs, a little
awkwar dl y.

Rl FKA
... why Engl and?

EPHRAI M
| met a | ot of people from here
when | was in Israel, | |like them
even the Goys. And | speak the

| anguage. . .
RI FKA smles. MRS DANZI GER cones in with a tea tray.

MRS DANZI GER
A nice cup of tea and ny speci al
home nmade cheese cake. ..

EPHRAI M and RI FKA each say a qui ck bl essing. As she
pours the tea, MRS DANZI NGER catches RI FKA' s eye. Rl FKA
gives a tiny nod and sm | es.

FADE OQUT
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DAY ELEVEN. WEDNESDAY

FADE | N

EXT. DUNSMJ R ROAD, 2. 30PM

Focus on "Manor Estates”, an old fashioned estate
agents. Through the glass, we see EPHRAIM sitting
opposite YOSSEL, who works there.

| NT. MANOR ESTATES.
EPHRAI M i s | ooki ng through sone factory unit details.

YOSSEL
This is a nice unit, off the Lea
Bri dge Road. ..

EPHRAI M
Too big...

YOSSEL
How about this then? Needs a bit of
tidying up...well, a lot of tidying
up, but it's a good |ocation, |ow
rent. ..

EPHRAI M
(STUDI ES THE SHEET)
"Il take a | ook. ..

EXT. MANOR ESTATES. DAY

EPHRAI M and YOSSEL | eave the office. YOSSEL puts the
"cl osed" sign on the door and | ocks up. He pulls netal
shutters down over the w ndows.

I NT. YOSSEL'S VOLVO AT SMALL | NDUSTRI AL ESTATE. 2. 45.

EPHRAI M and YOSSEL sit in the car, snoking and waiting
and chatting.

EPHRAI M
So you cane to England in '86? You
couldn't have stayed long in
| srael ?
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YOSSEL
Long enough.

EPHRAI M
You didn't like it?
YOSSEL
Better |'d stayed in Russial
EPHRAI M
VWhy ?!
YOSSEL
Because the Torah says the Children
of Israel will be led back to the

Holy Land by the Messiah, at the
time of Judgenent, not that

Pal estine will be col onised by
at hei stic Russian and German
Zionists. Every day the nodern
State of Israel exists is a day
that the Messiah is del ayed!

EPHRAI M
But surely Israel can be a stepping
stone to redenption...?

YOSSEL
No!! Believe ne, it's an obstacl el
An abom nati on!

A Jaguar pulls up and SHMJEL gets out, putting his hat
over his skull cap. EPHRAI M and YOSSEL get out of
Yossel's car. SHMJEL greets them

I NT. FACTORY UNIT.

Inside a dusty lock up unit, cluttered with the debris
of the last failed tenant, and snelling of cats. The
door slides open and SHMUEL, EPHRAI M and YOSSEL enter.
The electricity has been switched off and the only Iight
cones through the door and the skylight. The three nen
wal k round. EPHRAI M | ooks at everything carefully.
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SHMUEL

So? Make a nice printers? Tell you
what, take it off ny hands and |'|
give you a contract to do all ny

| etterheads. After all, you're

going to be famly...

EPHRAI M
| anf!

YOSSEL
Reb Singer is Rifka Klein's
uncle. ..

EPHRAI M
Ont... Wll, she's only net ne the
one tine...

SHMUEL
Don't worry, | hear she |ikes you.

I NT. ROSA'S FRONT ROOM 7. 45PM

Rl FKA and EPHRAIM sit in separate arnchairs chatting.

EPHRAI M
...and rel ationshi ps between the
Bl acks and us in New York aren't so
good, | didn't want to bring up
chil dren under seige..

Rl FKA

Tata never felt confortable when he
visited New York...You don't m nd

me tal ki ng about hi nf?

EPHRAI M
O course not, he was your father.
Did he travel to New York often?

Rl FKA
More than sone people. He was very
active raising funds for Israel.

Rl FKA gets a photo al bumfroma drawer and brings it
over to EPHRAIM She stands a little awkwardly over him
turning pages until she finds a picture of GERSHON, her

f at her,

with the anci ent REBBE
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EPHRAI M
Your father met hinf!

Rl FKA
| told you, he was a big fund
rai ser, he knew a | ot of inportant
people. And it worried himhow The
Rebbe had started to criticise the
| sraeli governnent all the tine.
That's why he was so determined to
talk to The Rebbe on his last trip,
to try to persuade him..

EPHRAI M
Di d he succeed?

Rl FKA
Tata said The Rebbe was imune to
per suasi on except fromthe Holy
Spirit.

EPHRAI M
The runours flying around New York
are The Rebbe is reconsidering
whet her he shoul d support the State
of Israel at all...

ROSA enters with | enobn tea and cake.

ROSA KLEI N
So you're finding plenty to talk
about ?

FADE QUT
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DAY THI RTEEN. FRI DAY

FADE | N

I NT. PRI SON KI TCHEN. 11AM

In a corner of the kitchen GUNTZMAN i s cooking a huge
pot of kosher stew. Elsewhere in the kitchen, perhaps
out of shot, gentile cooking goes on, supervised by a
coupl e of PRI SON OFFI CERS. GUNTZMAN tastes, salts,

stirs, and replaces the lid. He pulls his Jewi sh Tribune
fromhis pocket, and sits to have a quick read. He turns
first to the Yiddish back page. Sonething catches his
eye. GUNTZMAN crosses to one of the PRI SON OFFI CERS.

DAVI D GUNTZNMAN
M Moncur, | need to nmake a phone
call (QUI ETLY) to the gentleman who
visited | ast week...

HOMRD S OFFI CE. 11. 10AM

HOMRD is on the phone, with a copy of the Tribune
turned to the Yiddi sh page.

HOWARD
(On Phone)
You' Il have to translate, ny
Yiddish is a bit rusty.

| NTERCUT W TH

I NT. SMALL PRI SON OFFI CE

GUNTZMAN is in on the tel ephone. MONCUR stands by the
door .

DAVI D GUNTZMAN
(On phone)
Basically, it says that in his
Pesach Shia the A eshni ka Rebbe is
expected to condem the State of
| srael for Godl essness...

HOWARD
(On Phone)
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| see...

| NT. THE WHEATSHEAF.  NOON.
HOMWARD and REYNOLDS having a pie and a pint.

REYNCLDS
VWll | don't see!

HOWARD
Look, every year at Pesach -
Passover - the O eshni ka Rebbe
delivers a mgjor address.

REYNOLDS
Li ke The Pope?

HOWARD
Cl ose enough. Now you' ve got to
remenber, nost Chassi di m support
| srael - give or take one or two
m nor sects. But there are a
hundred t housand of these
Tel ushki ners t hroughout the world
who think their Rebbe is the
hol i est man since Mdses - fifty
t housand of themlive in Israel.
Now, if their Rebbe says "Down with
the State of Israel”... | nean,
t hey have enornous influence, it's
a weal thy sect, they control seats
in Parliament, the |srael
Gover nnent coul d even be
affected..! Suppose Gershon Klein
found out chapter and verse of the
Rebbe's speech, and being a keen
Zionist, threatened to leak it to
the Israeli authorities, that would
make hima Myyser. He would have to
be st opped.

REYNOLDS
Why? What could the Israelis do to
The Rebbe..?

HOWARD
Well, they could knock him off
bef ore Passover, just to be on the
saf e side.
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REYNOLDS
You' re ki ddi ng?!

HOWARD
| believe those were Pope John Paul
|'s | ast words.

WPC GANDER cones in and joins them She | ooks pl eased
with herself and holds a fax.

HOWARD
What you | ooki ng so pl eased about ?

WPC GANDER
Cos I've had a result. According to
t he Vatman, Gershon Kl ein was not a
sol e trader

REYNOLDS
He didn't sell fish. That nmuch we
knew al ready. Wat's happening to
me? I'mstarting to sound Jew sh!

WPC GANDER
He had a partner. Mi she Shnel ker.

GANDER shows the fax to REYNOLDS and HOWARD

HOWARD
| thought Moishe was just the dog's
body who cl eaned the chickens..

REYNOLDS
If he was a partner, he'd benefit
t hrough Klein's death...

HOWARD
But what's all this got to do with
t he Moyser killings?

REYNOLDS
Who cares!? That's just a theory,
this is a | ead!
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EXT. "EASILY SUEDE" FACTORY. 2PM

A | arge shabby factory naki ng | eather and suede cl ot hes.
Vans being | oaded with garnents in the yard. REYNCLDS
car arrives and parks next to a ten year old Rolls.
REYNOLDS and HOWARD get out.

REYNOLDS

Sir John Harvey Jones woul d weep.
HOWARD

Just don't ask for a pigskin

] acket .

I NT. COUNCI LLOR PEARL'S OFFI CE. 2. 05PM

A large office on the first floor, wth heavy oak
furniture, but also |ots of sanples of clothes hanging
off the picture rail. PEARL behind his desk, HOMRD and
REYNOLDS face hi m

COUNCI LLOR PEARL
( DI SBELI EVI NG)
You don't suspect Mi she Shnel ker ?!

HOMRD and REYNOLDS keep qui et.

COUNCI LLOR PEARL
Look, it's very sinple. Mishe used
to play the Stock Market. ..

HOWARD
He doesn't | ook |i ke he was nuch
good at it.

COUNCI LLOR PEARL
He was until Black Monday. Then he
| ost everything he owned, and a | ot
he didn't. Gershon bailed himout,
and ever since Mi she's been paying
hi m back out of his share of the

busi ness.

REYNOLDS
But of course now there's no one to
repay. . .
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EXT. FACTORY. 2.15PM

HOMWARD and REYNOLDS cone out of the building and wal k
towards the car.

HOWARD
You don't really believe Mishe
killed himfive years | ater? Wy
the wait?

REYNOLDS
Maybe he | acked the opportunity.

HOWARD
They spent every day together in a
room full of knives!

REYNOLDS
| reckon we should give this Mishe
a tug.

HOWARD
Better not tonight Guv.

REYNOLDS
Why not ?

HOWARD
It's Shabbos. Ask himnicely and
he'll turn hinmself in tonorrow
They' re | aw abi di ng peopl e,
remenber.

REYNOLDS
VWll, sonme of them

I NT. WHEATSHEAF. 6PM

REYNCLDS and HOWARD are having a drink. |BBOTSEN comnes
in, sees them and cones over.

| BBOTSEN
| just want to say, guvnor, how
much pure sinple joy I'"mgetting
fromthe Kavanagh investigation
(SITS WEARI LY)

REYNOLDS
Al part of the service, son.
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HOWARD
| take it an arrest is not
i nm nent ?

| BBOTSEN
Qobvi ously Wnner was there, but we
can't prove it. W've | eaned on al
the known |eft wing hard cases, but
they just alibi each other.

HOWARD
Spoken to any Chassidic hard cases?

The ot hers | augh. HOMRD | ooks deep

EXT. ALL WEATHER PI TCH  10PM

A b5-a-side football match is being played between a
coupl e of youth club teans on an astroturf floodlit
pitch. HOMRD referees. It's a few hundred yards from
t he synagogue. He whistles for full tine.

EXT. SYNAGOGUE. 10. 15PM

After the service. CHASSIDI Mare greeting each other,
sayi ng "Good Shabbos". YOSSEL is talking to A COUPLE OF
30 SOVETHI NG MEN, in Russian. EPHRAIMjoins them they
all "Good Shabbos".

EPHRAI M
You see the Tribune? You mnmust be
pl eased?

YOSSEL

Pl eased! ? Sonme Moyser talks to the
papers and it endangers The Rebbe's
pl an!

THE WOVENFOLK cone out of their exit, and join their
HUSBANDS. Yossel's w fe, SHOSHONNAH, bids her husband
"Good Shabbos”. RIFKA and ROSA KLEIN conme over with MRS
DANZI GER. RI FKA smi | es shyly at EPHRAIM YOSSEL turns
sharply away fromthe Myser's daughter. In the street
outsi de a battered Anbul ance is parked.
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Suddenly the doors of the Anbul ance open and TEN "NAZ| S"
| eap out, dressed in jeans and sweatshirts. Scream ng
abuse and w el di ng baseball bats, they charge into the
synagogue forecourt. Panic fromthe JEWS. An OLD CHASSI D
is knocked to the ground. Then YOSSEL and his TWO
RUSSI AN SPEAKI NG FRI ENDS r eveal wondrous unarnmed conbat
skills, as does EPHRAI M

INT. HOWMARD S CAR  10. 18PM

HOMRD i s driving hone. Track suit and wet hair. He
passes the synagogue, sees the fight. Slanms on his
br akes.

EXT. SYNAGOGUE

HOMRD j unps out of the car, runs towards the nelee, and
wades in. Three or four THUGS |lie on the ground
scream ng, wth broken arns. The rest are runni ng away,
chased by EPHRAIM YGOSSEL and the TWO RUSSI ANS

HOWARD di spassi onately inspects the wounded NAZIS, as a
Panda car arrives, responding to a 999. The 4 CHASSI DI C
VI G LANTES return. HOMRD fl ashes his police |I.D. at

t hem

HOMARD
Wul d soneone like to tell ne
what's been happeni ng?

YOSSEL and the RUSSI ANS bl ank him SHMUEL rushes over.

SHVUEL
( EFFUSI VE)
Constable Mullen, |'ve just
W t nessed a mracl e!

HOWARD
Are these four gentlenen from
Russi a by any chance?

EPHRAI M
Three of them are.

SHMUEL
M Lipshitz is from New York.
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EPHRAI Mreturns HOMRD s interested | ook. Each knows who
the other is.

FADE QUT
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DAY FOURTEEN. SATURDAY

FADE | N

I NT. MJRDER ROOM 8. 30PM

HOMRD, REYNCOLDS, DOYLE, maybe sone ot hers.

REYNOLDS
What the hell's Spetznatz?!
DOYLE
Here, didn't one wwn Crufts | ast
year?
HOWARD

Spetznatz are the Red Arny

equi valent of the S.A S. See, when
Brehznev was boss, he said if any
Ref useni k joi ned Spetznatz and did
his full mlitary service, he could
emgrate. So quite a few orthodox
Jews joi ned up..

REYNOLDS
So as well as an Israeli spy we got
a detachnent of Russian Commandoes
on the | oose? Anything else while
you're at it!?

| BBOTSEN pops his head in.

| BBOTSEN
A M Shnel ker for you downstairs
Quv. ..

I NT. POLI CE | NTERVI EWROOM M DNI GHT.

REYNOLDS sits across the desk from MJ SHE. HOMRD sits
by the door trying not to doze off. MJ SHE snokes
conti nuously.

REYNCOLDS
You really expect ne to believe
that you didn't resent Gershon
Kl ei n?
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MO SHE
VWhat's to resent? He was a nensch!

REYNOLDS
Mul | en?
HOWARD
A good bl oke, sir.
REYNOLDS
But he only let you draw. .. how
much?
MO SHE

Fifty pounds a week. But it's
enough. My children have grown up,
nmy dear Chanke's passed away, and
however little | took out of the
busi ness, | could never have repaid
Ger shon' s sadokah.

REYNCLDS
( PATI ENCE BEI NG STRETCHED)
Mul | en?

HOWARD snores |ightly.

REYNOLDS
Mul | en!

HOWARD
VWhat ?

REYNCLDS
Sadokah?

HOWARD

Charity. | hope you're going to pay
me an interpreter's fee for this,

guv.

REYNOLDS
Al right, if you didn't bear him
any ill will, who did?

MO SHE

M Reynol ds, Gershon Klein didn't
have an eneny in the world.
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REYNOLDS
He was found dead in the canal with
his eyes poked out!! Wio do you
think killed him the tooth
fairy?!

HOMARD gi ves a | oud di pl omati c cough

REYNOLDS
Sorry. ..
(SITS)
Did he have any busi ness troubl es?
Any rival s?

HOMARD | ooks skywards at this barrel scraping.

MO SHE
Look, M Reynolds, can | go hone
now? | canme of nmy own free wll...

REYNOLDS
Maybe you did, but now you're here
| can hold you for up to 72 hours
wi t hout charge. ..

MO SHE
But | haven't brought ny teffilin!
REYNOLDS
What ?!
HOWARD
Phyl acteri es.
REYNOLDS
VWhat | ?
MO SHE

(TRYI NG TO HELP)
They're | eather straps attached to
littl e boxes containing a portion
of the law, you wap them around
your arm your forehead...

REYNOLDS
"1l wap themround your..
( CONTROLS HI MSELF)
Moi she, don't you want to help us
find out who nmurdered Gershon?
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MO SHE
( AGONI SED)
M Ml l en, please...
(REYNOLDS VWAI TS)
As the Lord is ny judge, | don't
know anyt hi ng!

HOWARD
We're under a | ot of pressure,
mostly fromthe Jewi sh community.
The Board of Deputies |eans on the
Honme Secretary, he |leans on the
Conmmi ssi oner, he |eans on our

boss... Anything you can tell us,
it doesn't matter how trivial it
seens. ..

MO SHE nervously licks his Iips. REYNOLDS | eans forward
in anticipation.

FADE QUT
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DAY FI FTEEN.  SUNDAY

FADE | N

EXT. MRS DANZ|I GER S HOUSE

SHMUEL waits on the doorstep. MRS DANZI GER opens the
front door.

INT. MRS DANZI GER S HOME OFFI CE

MRS DANZI GER returns with SHVUEL. SHMUEL nmakes hi nsel f
confortable. MRS DANZI GER r et ur ns.

SHMUEL
| hope you don't mnd, but as
Rifka's uncle, | feel it is ny

responsibility...

MRS DANZI GER
It's not a problem..

MRS DANZI GER punches EPHRAIM s file onto her VDU, and
prints it out.

MRS DANZI GER
These are all his references. He
was personal ly recommended by a
cousi n of m ne.
(A VES PRINT QUT TO SHMUEL)

SHMUEL
| know, |'ve net Ephraim he's a
| ovely boy. | just want to satisfy
nmysel f before the engagenent is
announced.

SHMUEL gl ances at the references and nods approvingly.

EXT. SHMUEL'S HOME. 3PM

REYNOLDS and HOWARD st and on SHMUEL's doorstep. The front
door is opened a crack by ESTHER
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REYNCOLDS

Good norning Ms Singer, |I'm

Det ective Chief Inspector Reynol ds.
| s your husband at home?

ESTHER SI NCER
No, |I'msorry.

ESTHER shuts the door, but not before we gl

strain on her face.
HOMARD go back down the path,

en route.

EXT.

SPRI NGFI ELD PARK. 4PM

EPHRAI M and RI FKA are wal ki ng al ong a pat h.
and the little KLEINS are pl ayi ng foot bal

EPHRAI M
...until | left the Israeli Arny, |
don't think I'd been in a shu
twenty tinmes in nmy entire life.

Rl FKA
( SHOCKED)
But you were barm tzvahed?
EPHRAI M
O course...in the traditiona

Aneri can fashion. A half hour
service, followed by a $25, 000
reception, the highlight of which
was a fabul ous scul pture of the
barm tzvah boy nmade out of chopped
liver. And ny Auntie Betty said to
ny father "who did the scul pture,
Jacob Epstein?" And dad said "No,
we tried to get Epstein but he only
wor ks in egg and onion".

RI FKA roars with |aughter. ROSA | ooks over,
RI FKA i s happy.

Rl FKA
And what was university |ike?
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I npse the

REYNCLDS nutters an oath, and he and
REYNOLDS ki cki ng a dustbin

ROSA KLEI'N
on the grass.

glad to see



EPHRAI M
It was great, for the man | was
then. Lots of beer, |lots of
sports. ..

Rl FKA
Lots of goyishe girls?

EPHRAI M
Sure, Lots of everything except
study and Yi ddi shkeit.

Rl FKA
Did you go to art galleries,
concerts?

EPHRAI M

O course. But those things aren't
i nportant, they're earthbound,
they're epheneral. | |earned that
the day | heard The Rebbe.

RI FKA can't help but feel a little disappointed at the
t hought that the carefree earthly EPHRAIMis no nore.

Rl FKA
Yes. ..

EPHRAI M
That was the day | really becane a
man. .. now |''m a busi nessman | ooki ng
forward to marrying a very nice
Jewi sh girl...

Rl FKA
(A LITTLE JOKE)
Real | y? Do | know her?

EXT. SHMUEL'S HOUSE. 4. 10PM

REYNOLDS waits in the car. HOMRD cones down the street
with a bag of beigels. He gets to the car.

HOWARD
Al | could get was beigels, CGuv.

Bef ore HOMRD can get in the car, SHMJEL'S car returns.
SHMUEL gets out. So do REYNCOLDS and HOWARD.
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EXT. SPRI NGFI ELD PARK. 4. 15PM

Rl FKA and EPHRAI M sit on a bench, not too close to each
ot her .

EPHRAI M
Do you think your Uncle Shnuel wll
be offended if | don't rent his
factory?

Rl FKA
He's not |like that...He's a big
man, |ots of property interests..

EPHRAI M
Because |'ve found a brand new unit
at aterrific price...well, Yosse
found it for ne...

Rl FKA
Oh. ..

EPHRAI M

What do you think of Yossel?

Rl FKA
| like his wife...

EPHRAI M
| like him..he's not afraid to
stand up for hinself.

Rl FKA
That's inportant to you?
EPHRAI M
It's inportant to all Jews.
Rl FKA
Tata didn't really get on with him
EPHRAI M
No? Why?
Rl FKA

My father would do anything for
| srael; Yossel is violently anti
Zi oni st .
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EPHRAI M
| can inmagi ne, the way he was
talking... Did they ever fight?

Rl FKA
O course not. They argued, but
peopl e do. ..

EPHRAI M

(QUT OF THE BLUE)
So you don't think he killed your
f at her?

Rl FKA
( HORR! FI ED)
VWhat ?!

EPHRAI M
The way Yossel spoke to ne about
Moysers. ..

Rl FKA
(JUMPS TO HER FEET)
How can you say such a thing..!?

EPHRAI M
|"msorry, Rifka, but soneone
killed your father, | can't believe

you and your nother don't have the
| east idea who...?

RI FKA can't tal k about it. A personal inbred wal
sil ence.

Rl FKA
No! | don't know! How could you..?!

ROSA | ooks acr oss.

EPHRAI M
You don't believe he deserved to
di e? That he was a Myser?

ROSA hurries over.
ROSA KLEI' N

What's going on?! What are you
sayi ng?!
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EPHRAI M
| just want to know what sort of
famly I"'mpmarrying into

I NT. SHMUELS' STUDY. 4.25PM

A confortable first floor room Shelves of religious
books and a franed picture of the O eshni ka Rebbe. The
room of an inportant and self inportant man. REYNOLDS
and HOMRD sit, each with a cup of tea. SHMJEL stands in
front of the fireplace.

SHMUEL
O course | argued with Gershon, he
was famly. You don't argue with
your famly?

REYNOLDS
| understand it was quite a heated
argunent ?

SCHMUEL

Says who? Mi she?

- (NO ANSVEER)
Don't worry, he won't be found in
the boot of a Volvo...Look, Gershon
was going off to the Kosher-Fest in
New Jer sey, because he wanted to
expand i nto whol esal e and i nport -
export. He asked ny opinion, | gave
it, he didn't like it.

REYNOLDS
Wy ?

SHMUEL
| said "you've got a nice business,
doesn't take up too nuch of your
time, and the purpose of our life
is prayer and study, not inport and
export".

HOWARD
He didn't agree?
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SHMUEL
No. He said "it's all right for
you, you're a wealthy man with no
dependents. |'ve got one shop and
seven children..."

REYNOLDS
Still doesn't sound very heat ed.

SHMUEL
Maybe it loses in the translation,
but that's all there was...l w sh
we hadn't parted on a row, but that
was the way it was neant to be.

I NT. SHMUEL'S STAI RS/ FRONT HALL

SHMUEL, REYNCOLDS and HOMRD cone down the stairs towards
the front door. As they reach the door..

REYNOLDS
| hope you don't m nd ne asking, M
Si nger, but every orthodox Jew
seens to have lots of children, but
you have no dependents?

HOMARD gl ares at REYNOLDS, trying to conmuni cate

di sapproval of his tactlessness. ESTHER SI NGER peeps out
of the kitchen door at the other end of the hall. They
don't notice her.

SHMUEL
Hashem did not see fit to bl ess us.

I NT. YESH VA CLASSROOM 5. 00PM

YOSSEL is in a classroomin the Yeshiva attached to the
synagogue. He is at a double desk, imersed in a |arge
vol ume of Gemarah. MJ SHE sits studying in the
background. He is in a world of his own, taking great
confort from his books. EPHRAIM cones in and sits
opposite YOSSEL. He waits for YOSSEL to | ook up. Their
conversatrion is guarded, they fence.

YOSSEL
Nu?
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EPHRAI M
| need sone advi ce.

YOSSEL
Yes?

EPHRAI M
It's about Rifka Klein.

YOSSEL
. ..

EPHRAI M
Am | marrying into a tainted
famly?

YOSSEL
Wy ask nme?

EPHRAI M

VWho el se can | ask?

YOSSEL
If they were tainted would Ms
Danzi ger have introduced you?

EPHRAI M
She's a shadchen, it's her
job...Wiat did you think of Gershon
Kl ei n?

YOSSEL
He never did ne any harm

EPHRAI M
So you don't think he was a Moyser?

YOSSEL
Wiy woul d he die in such a way
unl ess he was a Myser?

EPHRAI M
How di d you feel when you heard
about it?

YOSSEL

The news didn't nmake nme happy, if
that's what you think?!
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EPHRAI M
O course not...But do you think
CGershon was sil enced because he
threatened to betray the Rebbe's
nmessage”?

YOSSEL shrugs non-commttally.

EPHRAI M
And then there was Dov
Rosengarten. .

YOSSEL
O course, although I was away when
it happened, Ansterdam..

EPHRAI M
Ch. ..l hope you aren't offended but
I'"'min afix. | only cane into the
Chassidic way of life ten years
ago. ..
YOSSEL
| only canme in eight years ago!
EPHRAI M
Real ly? | didn't know

(GRINS)
Wiy am | asking you?

YOSSEL
Exactly. So do you mnd if | get
back to ny Gemarah? |'ve got
decades to make up

EPHRAI M
Me too.

EPHRAI M gets out a Genmarah and starts studying.

I NT. SHMUELS' STUDY. 5.10

SHMUEL is dealing with sone invoices. There's a tap on
the door and ESTHER enters with a tea tray. She puts it
on the desk.

ESTHER SI NGER
You very busy?
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SHMUEL
(DOESN T LOOX UP)
VWhat does it | ook |ike?

ESTHER SI NGER
Shnuel, why did you tell that
pol i ceman we have no chil dren?

SHMUEL
VWhat ?
(LOOKS UP NOW

ESTHER S| NGER
You told hi m Hashem hadn't bl essed
us.

SHMUEL
(QUI ETLY BUT SCARY)
And you think he has?!

ESTHER SI NGER
We have a son

SHMUEL gi ves a bell ow of rage, picks up the tea pot from
the tray and hurls it at her. It msses and snmashes
agai nst the wall.

INT. HOMRD S LOUNGE. 7.30PM

HOMRD is playing chess with his eight year old son. The
bel | rings.

HOWARD
Get it will you MWatt?

The boy | eaves to open the door. HOMRD contenpl ates the
chess board.

HOWARD
Little beggar's going to beat ne!

Then MATT tears back into the room frightened, and
di ves behind the sofa. HOMRD gets up and hurries into
the hall.

| NT. HOWARD S HALL

HOWARD cones into the hall. Standing just inside the
front door, looking a bit enbarrassed, is EPHRAI M
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I NT. HOWARD S LOUNGE. DAY. 7.40.
HOMRD and EPHRAI M MATT has been bani shed.

HOWARD
| thought people |ike you never
break cover?

EPHRAI M
| had to, I'"mrunning out of tine
here... you don't have a cold beer
do you?

HOWARD

It won't be kosher...

EPHRAI M
God will forgive ne..

HOMARD goes to the kitchen. EPHRAI M| ooks around the
room takes it all in. He then | ooks at the chess board,
qui ckly noves pieces, both black and white, to finish
the gane. HOMRD returns with | ager and gl asses.

HOWARD
How did you find out where | |ive?

EPHRAI M
We found Ei chnmann.

HOMRD acknow edges it was a stupid question

HOWARD
So what do you want ?

EPHRAI M
| want you to run a check on Yossel
W shansky...find out if he's been
out of the country in the last few
weeks.

HOMRD
Wy ?

EPHRAI M
You don't need to know why.
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HOWARD
Cone on..! You think he's the

mur der er ?
EPHRAI M
(UNW LLI N&Y)
Maybe. ..

(FI NI SHES BEER)
Got anot her one?

HOWARD
Are Chassidimallowed to drink and
drive?

EPHRAI M

| took a cab.

FADE QUT
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DAY SI XTEEN.  MONDAY

FADE | N

I NT. MJRDER ROCOM  10. 30AM

REYNOLDS, HOWARD, and DOYLE are present. The fax machi ne
starts to spew. GANDER | ooks as the Hone O fice
| etterhead starts to appear.

HOWARD
( READS)
"There is no record of any Yossel
W shansky travel ling abroad this
year".

REYNOLDS
"Any Yossel W/ shansky" - like the
phone book's full of themn

DOYLE
What's it all about anyway?

REYNOLDS
Wel |l here's a scenario. Howard's
nol e suspects the boy WI shansky.
Hs alibi is he was in Anst erdam
the day of the second topping. But
now we know he wasn't. So what do
we do?

DOYLE
G ve hima tug?

HOWARD
Brilliant! And what's the charge?
Not going to Holland? Can | pass
this on...?

REYNOLDS
| suppose...but if he tries to sort
this out on his own...!

HOMARD
(WTH MORE CONFI DENCE THAN
HE FEELS)
He won't.
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I NT. M KVA. 3PM

It's ladies' day at the Mkva - the ritual bath. Rl FKA
enters the changing area to shower pre-inmmersion. ESTHER
SINGER i s getting dressed, putting on her blouse. RIFKA
notices severe bruising on ESTHER S upper arm and

shoul der. They smle a greeting at each ot her.

I NT. MANOR ESTATES. 3. 15PM

YOSSEL is at his desk. The door opens and a young coupl e
enter. They are THE LESTERS, secul ar Jews.

YOSSEL
Good afternoon. Can | help you?
MR LESTER
We spoke earlier, about Kyverdale
Road?
YOSSEL

Ohit's M Lester...It's enpty, but
|'ve got the keys...

MR LESTER
Excel l ent. ..

I NT. FORD GRANADA. 3. 20PM

MR LESTER drives, YOSSEL sits al ongside him MRS LESTER
sits behind YOSSEL, quietly preparing a hyperdermc
syringe.

YOSSEL
...lt"s got very nice room si zes,
and it's near the kosher
but chers. .

VRS LESTER deftly gives YOSSEL an injection in his neck.
He reacts as if stung. A few seconds later he is
unconsci ous.

| NT. ROSA KLEIN S KI TCHEN. 4PM

ROSA is ironing. TWO CH LDREN are doi ng their homework
at the kitchen table. The front door slans. RIFKA
enters.
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Rl FKA
Did you speak to Ms Danzi ger,

munmy ?
ROSA KLEI' N
She says not to plotz..
Rl FKA
She woul d.
ROSA KLEI' N

She says he's probably just
nervous. A new country, a new life,
marriage. Men can be difficult.
Wnen have to adj ust.

Rl FKA t akes her nother away fromthe children.

EXT.

Rl FKA
(QUI ETLY)

| saw Auntie Esther at the m kva.
She's covered in bruises!

ROSA KLEI'N

( EVASI VELY)
Per haps she fell over, she's al ways
been kl utzy. ..

(The phone rings. ROSA answers)
Yes? Oh.

(TO RI FKA)
It's Ephraim

Rl FKA
Tell himl'mnot ready to talk to
hi m

Al RPCRT. 9PM

Cargo is being | oaded on to an El Al cargo plane. M
LESTER wat ches as one man sized crate is wi nched aboard.
H s Ford Granada is parked on the edge of the runway. W
cl ose up on the Granada. EPHRAIMis in the passenger

seat .

He's tal king on the car phone.
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EPHRAI M
He'll be with you and wi de awake in
time for breakfast.... No, | can
stay, there's nothing to link ne to
hi s di sappearance! Because | want
to stay, | like the girl... | don't
want your opini on!

FADE QUT
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DAY SEVENTEEN. TUESDAY

FADE | N

INT. SHMUEL'S OFFI CE. 9. 30AM

Yossel 's wi fe, SHOSHONNA, chaperoned by HER MOTHER, is
anxiously tal king to SHVUEL.

SHMUEL
You' re probably worrying about
not hi ng. Maybe Yossel went back to
Anst er danf?

SHOSHONNA
But he wouldn't go off and | eave
the office unshuttered!

SHMUEL
Shoshonna, 'l nake sone
enquiries, don't worry.

SHOSHONNA
Thank you, but I will worry...

The tel ephone rings. SHVUEL answers.

SHMUEL
Hell o? Tell himl'll be with himin
a m nute.

I NT. SHMUEL'S OQUTER OFFI CE

A | arge nondescri pt room where work SHMUEL'S SECRETARY -
A Sephardi c wonman of about 55, and three or four
CHASSI DI C MEN. SHMUEL ushers out SHOSHONNA and her
MOTHER. EPHRAIM is waiting.

SHMUEL
(TO THE VOMEN)
| prom se you everything wll be
fine.

The WOVEN go. SHMUEL greets EPHRAI Mand shakes hi s hand.
SHMUEL | eads EPHRAIM into his inner sanctum
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I NT. SHMUEL'S OFFI CE
SHMUEL and EPHRAI M sitting.

EPHRAI M
| know you don't need any nore
tsoorus, but | could use sone
advi ce.

SHMUEL
All right: never accept a seven
pound note from soneone you don't
know personal ly.

EPHRAI M
Thank you. But it's about Rifka,
|'ve upset her. | tried to talk to

her about her father...

SHMUEL
Ephraim the reason we bury the
dead i s because that way they stay
where they are. Do you still want
to marry her?

EPHRAI M
Yes, | think | do.

I NT. STAMFORD HI LL NI CK CORRI DORS. 11AM

GANDER hurries along the corridor towards HOMRD S
of fice. She holds a fax. She pokes her head into the
of fice. Enpty. HOMRD conmes out of the Gents nearby.

WPC GANDER
|'ve got a piece of paper for you.

HOWARD
Thank you, but |'ve just been.

GANDER rol | s her eyes and shows himthe fax. He scans
it.

HOMNARD
Yes, so0?
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WPC GANDER
Howard..! According to the Hone
O fice, Yossel WIshansky cane to
Engl and fromlsrael in 1986, with
his English born wife and their
baby.

HOWARD
Maybe he got married to an English
girl in Israel? Happens all the

time.
WPC GANDER
And what's Ms WI shansky's
Christian... sorry, first name?
HOWARD
Shoshonnah. ..
WPC GANDER

Well this Ms WIshansky's called
Cat herine and she lives in Bristol.

HOMRD r eacts, snatches the fax.

I NT. MODERN OFFI CE. 11. 02AM

A roomin a contenporary office block A phone rings in
close up. The fingernails pick it up and bring it to the
nmout h we know.

MOUTH
Yes?..... Are you sure?

| NTERCUT W TH

I NT. HOWMARD S OFFI CE

HOWARD on t he tel ephone.

HOWARD
(On Phone)
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|"mcertain. WIshansky |ied about
Anst er dam because he was visiting
his shiksa wife and child in
Bristol... No, according to her

t hey never got divorced... Wat?!
That was a bit bl oody precipitate
wasn't it?! You better dust himoff
and send hi m back then, hadn't
you! ?

HOMRD hangs up, and pours hinself a stiff scotch from
his secret bottle in his filing cabinet.

I NT. DR WNNER S SURGERY. 11.30AM
ESTHER SINGER sits m serably across from DR W NNER.

DR W NNER
So aren't you happy with Dr Mller?

ESTHER SI NGER
| just don't get along with her.
It's my right to transfer..!

DR W NNER
Yes, of course...

ESTHER SI NGER
Doctor, | just want a repeat
prescription!

DR W NNER
Ms Singer, | don't know...You' ve
been on these for..
( CHECKS HER NOTES)

ESTHER SI NGER
Seven years. So? It's against the
| aw?

DR W NNER
(VWRI TES PRESCRI PTI ON)
Al right, but there won't be any
repeat prescriptions unless you..

ESTHER SI NGER
Fi ne.
( SNATCHES PRESCRI PTI ON)
There are plenty of other doctors.
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I NT. SHMUEL'S OFFI CE. LUNCHTI ME 1PM

83

SHMUEL i s on the phone, with MRS DANZI GER S pri nt out.

Sone nanes are ticked off.

SHMUEL
....M Shapiro! Thanks for calling
back... yes, Ms Danziger gave ne

your nunber.

(TI CKS OFF ANOTHER NANME)
That's right, he's about to get
engaged to nmy niece Rifka, her
fat her passed away, so | feel
should try to learn as nuch as |

can. .
( LAUGHS)

VWll he certainly seens very frum

now. ...Yes, yes, | know he was in

the Israeli Arnmy, |'ve seen him

handl e hinsel f...Shin Bet, what's
that? Arny Intelligence? Really?

SHMUEL draws a big red circle round EPHRAI M S nane,
crosses it through viciously.

EXT. SMALL MODERN | NDUSTRI AL ESTATE. 1. 15PM

t hen

SHMUEL' S car turns into the car park. He gets out and

| ooks for unit 3.

INT. UNT THREE

EPHRAI Mis | ooking around with the MANAG NG AGENT.
SHMUEL cones in.

SHMUEL

Very nice, what they charging?
EPHRAI M

Two fifty a week...
SHMUEL

O fer one ninety. Can | have a

wor d?

SHMUEL t akes EPHRAI M asi de.
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SHMUEL
' ve spoken to Rabbi Wi nberg about
you and Rifka, and he thinks it
m ght help if you had a talk with
him So |'ve nmade us an appoi nt nent

for tonight.
EPHRAI M
| really appreciate this...
SHMUEL
It's nothing. So shall | see you at
the M kva at, say, around siXx

thirty?

I NT. ESTHER SINCER S KI TCHEN. 1. 45PM

ESTHER sits at the table staring into space. SHMJUEL
cones in.

SHMUEL
So this is what you do all day?
Where's ny | unch?!

ESTHER gets up and silently wal ks out of the room
SHVUEL, enraged, storns after her, slamm ng the door

INT. HAMLIN S OFFICE. 2. 30PM

HAMLI N i s bol | ocki ng HOMRD. REYNOLDS i s there too, not
quite sure whether he is in the firing line as well.

C.S. HAMLIN
....S0 your Mpssad mate, who was
going to keep us fully appraised of
his investigation at all tines,
ki dnapped a British citizen...?

HOWARD
A Russian citizen naturalised by
bi gany, sir...

C.S. HAMLIN

Don't push it, Millen.
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HOWARD
VWhat worries ne is his life could
be in danger...

REYNOLDS
What, your nole?

HOWARD
He thinks he's caught the killer,
his guard' || be down...we ought to

try to warn him..

EXT. RAYNERS LANE UNDERGROUND STATI ON. 4. 30PM

Atrain stands with all its doors open. Al the
carriages seemenpty. THE GUARD wal ks al ong t he
platform He checks each carriage, then presses the
button at the end of the carriage to close the doors. In
the penultinmate carriage there is still a passenger. It

I s ESTHER SI NGER. She seens to be asl eep. THE GUARD
enters the carriage and gently shakes her shoul der.

ESTHER does not respond. THE GUARD shakes her a little
harder. Nothing. He snells her breath. Nothing. He feels
for her pulse, then hurries out of the carriage.

| NT. DR WNNER S SURGERY. 5. 00PM
REYNCLDS is there with W NNER

DR W NNER
No, it can't be an overdose, | only
prescribed twenty five tablets, |
had a bad feeling..

REYNOLDS
What then?
(WAL TS)
Cone on, she could be dying!

DR W NNER
Al right. |I've got no proof, but I
t hi nk her husband beats her up.
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| NT. CASUALTY DEPARTMENT. 5. 05PM

ESTHER SINGER is on the bed, still unconscious. The
DOCTOR is shining a light in her eyes. The NURSE
realises ESTHER SINGERis wearing a w g. She gently

renoves it. ESTHER S own grey hair is cut very short.

There is profound bruising and cl otted bl ood.

I NT. MJRDER ROOM 5. 30PM
REYNCLDS, HOWARD, | BBOTSEN, GANDER, and DOYLE

REYNOLDS
Right, a fractured skull equals
attenpted nurder! Bring himin.

HOWARD
For all we know, she fell down the
stairs.

| BBOTSEN

That's right, until she regains
consci ousness, we've got no reason
to arrest Singer.

REYNOLDS
Bol | ocks, you're right! Sod it! But
the doctor says he beats her up!

HOWARD
He said he thinks he beats her up,
not the sane thing...

REYNCOLDS
Maybe if we |eant on hin®

HOWARD
We've tried that with him before!
Look, 1'll go and see him..after
all, if he didn't do it, he's got a
right to know his wife's in
hospi t al

REYNOLDS

You're all heart, Millen.

HOWARD
Then you won't m nd ne borrow ng
your car, mne's in dock.
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REYNOLDS
Just nmake sure you treat it |ike
your own.
(TOSSES HOMNMRD THE KEYS)

HOMARD exits
| BBOTSEN
You seen the way he treats his car
GQuv?

EXT. SHMUEL'S OFFI CE. 6PM

HOMRD pull's up outside a terrace of very |arge shabby
Vi ctorian houses, turned into offices. HOMRD gets out
and goes into SHMUEL'S bui | di ng.

I NT. SHMUEL'S OUTER OFFI CE. 6. 02PM

SHMUEL' S SECRETARY is the | ast person in the office. She
tal ks to HOMRD.

SHMUEL' S SECRETARY

..No, I'mafraid M Singer |eft

early to go to the Mkva with M
Li pshitz..

HOWARD
What tinme do you think M Singer
will get honme?

SHMUEL' S SECRETARY
| don't know, they're going to see
Rabbi Wi nberg after, that's why
they're going to the Mkva. It's
the ritual bath.

HOWARD
| know. Do you think I could use
your phone?

THE SECRETARY nods. HOMRD dials a nunber fromhis
el ectronic thing.
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HOWARD

Rabbi Wei nberg pl ease. .. Good
eveni ng Rabbi, Howards Ml | en,
that's right, and how are you? And
the famly? Excellent. The thing is
Rabbi, | need to talk to Shnuel
Si nger rather urgently, so |
wondered if you could tell ne what
time you' re expecting hinf

( BEAT)
You're not..?

EXT. SHMUEL'S OFFICE. 6. 10PM

HOWARD cones tearing out of the building and hurls
hinself into the car and roars off.

EXT. STAMFORD HI LL STREETS. 6. 15PM

HOMRD careers along, clipping a kerb, frightening a
pedestri an.

The car hits a pothole. HOMRD bangs his head on the
r oof .

HOWARD
Bl oody Hackney Counci |!

EXT. MKVA 6. 20PM

REYNOLD S car skids to a halt. HOMRD gets out and runs
to the Mkva door. It's |ocked. He bangs. He waits.
Not hi ng. HOWARD gets the tow rope fromthe car boot,
ties one end to the security grille over the w ndow, the
other to the front tow point, gets in his car, and
reverses hard. The grille resists for a second, then
shoots of f and smashes onto the car bonnet.

HOWARD
Qops. Sorry Cuv.

HOWARD scranbl es into the M kva through the w ndow.

I NT. M KVA LOBBY.

HOMRD hurtles in, his heavy shoes nake quite a racket.
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I NT. M KVA. POOL AREA

HOWARD charges into the pool area. He | ooks around
Can't see anyone.

INT. M KVA. POOL ( UNDERWATER CAMERA) .

From an underwater P.QO V. we see the wavy outline of
HOMWARD. Suddenly HOMWARD tips forward into the water. The
water starts to turn pink. Another body, wearing a
bat hr obe, enters the pool, and two brawny arns push
HOMRD under the surface

EXT. M KVA

EPHRAI M strolls up to the M kva, reacts at the sight of
the broken grille. He hurries into the building.

I NT. M KVA. POOL AREA

EPHRAI M hurtles in, to find SHMJEL, in a sodden bl ood
streaked bat hrobe, apparently resuscitating an
unconsci ous HOMRD by the side of the pool. One of the
wooden sl atted "bath mats"” is out of position, and there
I's sone blood on a corner of it.

SHMUEL
(PO NTS TO "BATH MAT")
He nust have slipped and banged his
head! God knows what he was doi ng
here! Well don't just stand there!
Di al 999!

SHMUEL hol ds EPHRAIM S gaze. Did EPHRAI M see what
preceded the resusitation?

EXT. MKVA  6.50PM

An anbul ance crew i s | oadi ng HOMRD i nto an anbul ance,
and SHMUEL is getting into a police car with | BBOTSEN &
VERNON. The car drives away. Meanwhile REYNCLDS i s

tal king to EPHRAI M

REYNOLDS
What did you see? Was he agitated?
Angry? Do you think he tried to
kill hinf
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EPHRAI M
|"'msorry M Reynolds, but | can't
tell you what | didn't see.

REYNOLDS
( FRUSTRATED)
You know we coul d have you up on a
charge of kidnap...?

EPHRAI M
(PUTTI NG ON A YID ACT)
|"'ma printer, what do | know from
ki dnap?

REYNOLDS
Look, sonny, | know when soneone's
taki ng the piss!

EPHRAI M
That's a valuable talent for a
pol i ceman.

The anbul ance drives of f with HOMNRD.

| NT. HACKNEY HOSPI TAL SI DEROOM  9PM

HOMRD i s unconsci ous, his head is bandaged and he is
attached to various nonitors. H s WFE and REYNOLDS si t
silently either side of the bed. The door opens and
HAMLI N pokes hi s around.

C. S. HAMLIN
Anyt hi ng?

REYNOLDS shakes his head. HAM.I N gestures REYNOLDS to
join himin the corridor.

| NT. HOSPI TAL CORRI DOR

REYNCLDS j oi ns HAMLI N

REYNOLDS
Get anyt hing out of Singer?

-90-



91

C.S. HAMLIN
He just stuck to his story. He said
he had no i dea why Howard broke
into the mkva...Cone to that,
nei t her have 1.

REYNOLDS
Well | think Howard's got sonething
on Singer, and Singer knows about
it.

HAMLI N nods agreenent w th REYNOLDS anal ysi s.

REYNOLDS
Were is he now?

C.S. HAMLIN
W had to let himgo and visit his
poor wfe.

REYNOLDS

Presumably so he can snmash her head
in again if she |l ooks |ike com ng
round and fingering him

I NT. ROSA KLEIN' S SITTING ROOM 9. 30PM

Rl FKA and EPHRAI M are drinking tea and nendi ng fences.

EPHRAI M
... They think M Millen is going to
be okay, but until he regains
consci ousness. . .

Rl FKA
Maybe it wasn't an accident?
EPHRAI M
You don't really think your Uncle
Shnuel tried to kill a policeman?!

Pl ease!

A phone rings in another room
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Rl FKA
| don't know what | think! Auntie
Esther's got a fractured skull, M
Mil l en's got a fractured
skull...and who killed Tata, and
Reb Rosengarten...?

EPHRAI M
Rifka, | don't think these are the
sort of things you should be
dwel I i ng on.

Rl FKA

( SPUNKY)
Ephraim | don't believe you're
really the sort of man who tells
his fiancee what she should or
shoul dn't think. The other day in
t he park, when you asked ne if |
t hought Yossel W I shansky killed ny
father, | just reacted. It was
sonmething 1'd tried so hard not to
t hi nk about. But since then that's
all 1"ve thought about. ..

ROSA enters.

ROSA KLEI'N
Reb Lipshitz, Reb Singer's on the
phone for you.

I NT. SHMUEL'S CAR 9. 32PM

SHMUEL is on his car phone. He sounds cal mthough he
isn't.

| NTERCUT W TH

I NT. ROSA KLEIN S HALL
EPHRAI M has pi cked up the phone.

SHMUEL
(On Phone)
| thought you ought to know the
police have let ne go.
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EPHRAI M
(On Phone)
Natural ly. You saved his life, |
w tnessed it. Wiy shoul dn't they
| et you go? They should give you a
medal . So why you telling nme?

SHMUEL
(On Phone)
Because | need to see you. | know
you were sent here by The Rebbe to
find out who killed Gershon Klein
and Dov Rosengarten. Well | think
know.

EPHRAI M
(On Phone)
So tell ne.

SHMUEL
(On Phone)
On the phone?! Are you mad!? This
is a country where even the Roya
Famly's calls aren't secure!

EPHRAI M
(On Phone)
You want nme to cone to your office?

SHMUEL
(On Phone)
Too public. Meet ne tonorrow at the
factory unit...after all, I'm
thinking of giving it to you as a
weddi ng present.

-03-
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DAY ElI GHTEEN.  WEDNESDAY

FADE | N

I NT. HACKNEY HOSPI TAL SI DE-ROOM 9. 00AM

HOMRD is in bed, awake, and toying with a cup of tea.
H s wife, CHRISTINE, and REYNOLDS are by the bedsi de.

REYNOLDS
...and you really didn't see who
cl obbered you?

HOWARD
For the unpteenth tinme, guvnor, no!
"' m sorry!

REYNOLDS
Brilliant! Seven hundred and fifty

pounds worth of damage for nothing!
So nmuch for ny no clains bonus!
mean, have you any idea of the
state of ny car?!

HOWARD
Sorry Guv, that part of |ast
night's a conpl ete bl ank.

REYNOLDS
Shane they don't make cars out of
the sane stuff they made your
head. ..

CHRI STI NE
| don't think that's any way to
talk to a hero, M Reynol ds.

REYNCOLDS

Sorry Chris. | love himreally.
CHRI STI NE

Not as nuch as | do.

(TO HOWARD)

You'll be all right if I go off to

wor k?
HOWARD

But you haven't had any sl eep.
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CHRI STI NE
How woul d you know, you were
conotose all night?

HOWARD
| f you know that, you nust have
been awake all night.

REYNOLDS
He's |ike that at work! Too bl oody
cl ever by hal f!

CHRI STI NE ki sses HOMRD t enderly, and goes.

I NT. PRI VATE HOSPI TAL ROOM 11AM

ESTHER is in bed, asleep. No wig and a bandaged head.
Her son AVROMis with her. ESTHER stirs, nutters
sonet hi ng i nconpr ehensi bl e. The door opens and Rl FKA
hurries in.

AVROM
(RATHER SUPRI SED)
Ri f ka!

Rl FKA
How i s she?

AVROM
She's sleeping now, it's hard to
say how she is until she wakes up.

Rl FKA
Do you mnd if I sit with her for a
little while?

AVROM

O course not.

However, RIFKA does not sit. She hovers awkwardly.

AVROM
What's the probl en?
Rl FKA
|"'msorry. | know you think we're

t hr owbacks, but | feel very
unconfortabl e being alone in a room
with a man.
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AVROM
Ch, cone on! W' re cousinsl!

Rl FKA
| know. I'msorry...Look, you can
take a break. I'll sit with her for
five mnutes. You cone back, 'l

go.

AVROM makes an exasperated face and | eaves. RIFKA sits
by the bedsi de and takes ESTHER S hand.

Rl FKA
[t's me Auntie Esther. Rifka.

ESTHER S eyelids flutter.

Rl FKA
Can you hear ne? \Wat happened to
you?!
ESTHER SI NGER
(WAKI NG
Ri f ka?

Rl FKA
Who did this to you?

ESTHER S| NGER
What are you doi ng here?

Rl FKA
I"mvisiting you. You're in
hospital! Don't you renmenber what
happened?

ESTHER S| NGER
(TOUCHES HER HEAD AND W NCES)
| was on the train...

Rl FKA
Did you fall? Were you attacked?

ESTHER shakes her head dunbly. A NURSE | ooks in.

NURSE
M's Singer, your husband is on the
phone. ..
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ESTHER SI NGER
( FRI GHTENED)
Tell himl'mstill asleep! Please!

The NURSE goes. ESTHER | ooks terrified.

Rl FKA
Auntie Esther, if it was just an
acci dent, what are you so
frightened about? Did Uncle Shnuel
do this to you?!

ESTHER | ooks away.

ESTHER SI NGER
You nmust swear you'll forgive ne..

Rl FKA
Forgi ve you?! For what?

ESTHER SI NGER
Shnuel never forgave me. His only
son, his only child... Avromwas so
desperate to go to university,
per suaded Shnuel to let himgo, and
next thing Avromi s shaving his
beard of f, going to dances..
Shnmuel was never a violent man
before. ..

Rl FKA
But what's that got to do with ne
forgiving you?

ESTHER SI NGER

And you nust swear you'll tell
nobody. Not Avrom not your
not her . .!

Rl FKA

Tell them what ?!

ESTHER SI NGER
You nust understand, your Uncle is
under a lot of strain. H's position
in the community is at risk..

Rl FKA
Wy ?
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ESTHER SI NGER
Because your father threatened to
go to The Rebbe in New York and
tell himyour Uncle Shnuel is a
w fe beater.
(A LONG BEAT)

Rl FKA
s that why he killed ny father?

EXT. FACTORY UNIT. 11. 30AM

A kosher cab drops EPHRAI M of f outside the little
i ndustrial estate. EPHRAIM goes into the factory unit.

I NT. FACTORY UNIT.
EPHRAI M enters. It's gloony. Dusty. Apparently enpty.

EPHRAI M
( CALLS)
Reb Si nger.

EPHRAI M wander s around. Suddenly the two SPETZNATZ
CHASSI DI M appear from behind a partition, or a pillar,

or sonet hing. EPHRAI Mdoesn't imediately recogni se them
in the gl oom

EPHRAI M
| s Reb Singer here?

The SPETZNATZ get between EPHRAI M and t he door. EPHRAI M
recogni ses who they are. They attack him He defends
hinsel f. They are all highly trained in every brand of
unarmed conbat one could inmagine. It is hard to work out
who is who and who is wnning, as the three dark suited,
bearded nmen fight it out. (ULTIMATELY EPHRAI M DCES HI S
FOES ENOUGH DAMACGE TO ESCAPE, BUT WE LEAVE THI S SCENE
BEFORE HE PREVAILS.)

I NT. ESTHER S HOSPI TAL ROOM  11. 30AM

SHMUEL sits by ESTHER S bed, praying out of a dog-eared
Si ddur. ESTHER seens to be asl eep.
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I NT. SHALOM HOTEL LOBBY. M DDAY

THE HOTELIER i s hoovering. EPHRAIM enters. H's face
| ooks rather battered. He sneaks up the stairs w thout

bei ng seen.

I NT. EPHRAIM S HOTEL ROOM

EPHRAI M enters and heads for the sink. He is half way
there when he realises RIFKAis in the room He stops,
startled. He realises what a courageous and difficult
thing it is for RIFKAto cone to his room

EPHRAI M
What are you doi ng here?!
Rl FKA
| had to tell someone! | know who

killed ny father.

EPHRAI M
So do I. Wiy did you cone here? Wy
didn't you go to your nother?

EPHRAI Mruns water, dips a flannel and starts dabbi ng at
his face.

Rl FKA
| don't know! Because we're going
to be married...aren't we?
(NO RESPONSE)
What happened?

EPHRAI M
Your Uncle Shruel insisted | rent
the factory unit, but | wasn't
prepared to pay the prem um

EPHRAI M | ets sone water run into his cupped hands, and
drinks. He winces. Busted ribs. He starts to undress. He
takes off his jacket, unbuttons his shirt. RIFKA gasps
and turns away.

EPHRAI M
Sorry, but | think |I've busted a
coupl e of ribs.
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Under his shirt he wears his tzizis - a fringed item of
religious significance. He takes themoff, and his vest.
H s torso has red nmarks all over it. He opens a drawer
and renoves a first aid kit. Inside is a wide elastic
bandage. He unwaps it and starts trying to wind it
around his aching ribcage. She keeps her head turned
awnay.

Rl FKA
What really happened?

EPHRAI M
| can't tell you, I'msorry..
( THE BANDAGE SLI PS)
Dam i t!

Rl FKA turns towards him

Rl FKA
Let ne...

Rl FKA overcones centuries of tradition to wap the
bandage around EPHRAIM S chest. A tender nonent for a
tender torso. This done, EPHRAIMputs on a clean shirt,
repl aces his jacket, and throws a few itens of clothing
into an overni ght case. He has forgotten to put his
tzizis back on. RIFKA watches - silent but unhappy.

EPHRAI M
"' m sorry.

EPHRAI M | eaves.

EXT. SHALOM HOTEL. 12.15PM

EPHRAI M cones out of the hotel and wal ks briskly away.
He has a little cellular phone to his ear.

EPHRAI M
(On Phone)
...unit 7, Grosvenor Road
| ndustrial Estate...yeah, it needs
tidyi ng up.
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EXT. SYNAGOGUE. ABQOUT 7PM

The first night of Passover. CONGREGANTS are greeting
each other after the service. Two unifornmed SECURI TY
GUARDS | ounge near the gates. SHMJEL is in his el enent,
the big nan, everyone wants to say hello to,
particularly the ingratiating little M SHE

MO SHE
Good Yontov Reb Singer...

SHMUEL
Good Yontov, CGood Yontov...

MO SHE
So howis Ms Singer? Getting
better?

SHMUEL
Yes, please God she'll be hone
soon, and the police have a very
good description of the nuggers...

Meanwhi | e, Rl FKA and ROSA cone out of the Shul. RIFKA
catches SHMUEL' S eye, then | ooks away. MRS DANZI GER
greets her cheerily.

MRS DANZI GER
Ri fka! Were's your Reb Lipshitz
t oni ght ?

Rl FKA
| don't know...nmaybe he went to a
di fferent shul..

Rl FKA & ROSA wal k away. SHMUEL crosses to MRS DANZI GER

SHMUEL
Ms Danziger, | think you should
know, Reb Lipshitz has gone back to
New YorKk. ..

MRS DANZI GER
No! 2 Why?!

SHMUEL
He told me he that in the end he
didn't feel he could marry into a
tainted famly...
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DAY TVENTY FOUR. TUESDAY

FADE | N

I NT. HOMRD S FRONT ROOM 7. 30PM

HOMRD i s playing Junior Scrabble with his MATT. There
is no sign of his head injury, though he may have a
stitch or two under his hair. The phone rings. HOMRD
answers,

HOWARD
Yes? Where are you?! You're
ki ddi ng!
(CALLS QUT)
Christine, what's for tea?

CHRI STI NE(V/ O
Shepherd' s pie.

HOWARD
(1 NTO PHONE)
"Il see you in an hour.

INT. SIMPSONS IN THE STRAND. 9. 00PM

HOWARD goes through the revol ving doors and wal ks
through into the ground fl oor carving roomrestaurant.
He | ooks around for a Chassid. There isn't one there.

HOMRD
Bl oody wi nd up!

He turns to | eave. Then stops in his tracks as he sees
sonmeone wavi ng himacross to his table. Sitting at a
table for two is EPHRAIM Not the EPHRAIM we have cone
to recogni se, but an "Anglicised" EPHRAIM Gone is the
Chassidic garb and beard. This EPHRAIMis cl ean shaven,
and dressed by Armani. HOMRD crosses to himand sits,
speechl ess. EPHRAI M pours HOMRD a gl ass of wi ne.

EPHRAI M
H . | hear the roast pork's really
good here..

HOMRD nearly chokes on the w ne.
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EPHRAI M
| wanted to see you before | went
back... How s your head?

HOWARD
Spi nni ng! What the hell happened to
your cl ot hes!?

EPHRAI M
|''m going. There's nothing for ne
to do here...once we realised the
two nmurders were strictly
donestic. ..

HOWARD
But what about that article in the
Jewi sh Tri bune?!

EPHRAI M
( DI SI NGENQUS)
VWhat article?

HOWARD
Predicting the Rebbe was going to
change sides on Israel!?

EPHRAI M
Oh...l planted that.
HOWARD
Jesus! But two nen still died, one

of them was your coll eague..

EPHRAI M
Dov Rosengarten and | were
recruited together. He knew t he
risks. W didn't join Mdssad for
the air mles.

HOWARD
That's all you' ve got to say, is
it?

EPHRAI M

O her than...Roast beef, nedium
rare pl ease.

HOWARD | ooks up and sees the waiter with the "roast of
the day" trolley.
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HOWARD
Yes, sane for ne pl ease.
(TO EPHRAI M
You can't be going back to New
York, not w thout the whiskers?

EPHRAI M
Nah, |'m going back to Israel, be
nice to live a twentieth century
life for a change.

HOWARD
And that's it?

EPHRAI M
Yes. .. except. ..

HOWARD

Except what ?

EPHRAI M
What's going to happen to Rifka?

HOWARD
You nmean you give a shit?

EPHRAI M
Fi nding a shiddach is always the

gui ckest way into the comunity.
Who figured 1'd fall for her?

HOWARD
What, you got a bad case of sheitel
attraction?
( EPHRAI M LAUGHS)
It's none of ny business but she's
hal f your age...!

EPHRAI M
| know. It's crazy, but you can't
| egislate for the heart, can you?
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DAY TVENTY FI VE. WEDNESDAY.

FADE | N

I NT. ROSA KLEIN S KITCHEN. 11AM

RI FKA i s doing sone sewi ng and | ooki ng sad. The door bel
rings.

ROSA KLEIN(O. O V.)
"1l get it.

We hear ROSA' S footsteps cone down the stairs, and open
the front door. ROSA conmes into the kitchen with HOMRD.
He has a savage hangover.

ROSA KLEI'N
Can | get you anything?

HOWARD
An extrenely strong coffee.

Rl FKA
Aren't you well?

HOWARD
| got shikker with your fiance |ast
ni ght .

ROSA KLEI' N
That isn't funny, M Millen.

HOWARD
It's not neant to be. Look, Rifka,
there's a |l ot of things about
Ephrai monly he can tell you. But
one thing | can say - he still
wants to marry you

Rl FKA | ooks shocked but excited.

ROSA KLEI' N
VWhere is he?

HOWARD
He's flying to Tel Aviv tonight.
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EXT. THE KLEINS HOUSE. 11.30AM

ROSA wat ches as HOMRD | oads RI FKA' S cases into the boot
of his car. RIFKA automatically goes to get into the
back seat. HOWMRD st ops her.

HOWARD
| think you should get used to
sitting in the front, your husband
wll expect it.

| NT. HEATHROW Al RPORT. 3PM

EPHRAI M waits to check in at the British A rways desk.
HOMWARD enters with RI FKA. They hurry towards him
EPHRAI M sees themin delight! He cones towards them
They neet. RIFKA | ooks at cl ean-shaven EPHRAI M

bew | der ed.

Rl FKA
It's |like neeting someone new

EPHRAI M
Maybe that's the best way to start.

EXT. M4. 3.30PM

HOMRD S car driving back to London. It is pissing down.

I NT. HOWMARD S CAR

HOMRD i s whistling "As Tine Goes By". The news cones on
GL.R He turns it up.

NEWSREADER
...said that this would certainly
hel p kick start the econony. A
serial killer has struck again in
the ultra orthodox Jewi sh area of
Stanford HII...

HOMARD reacts, and steps on the gas.
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EXT. R VER LEA. 4. 30PM

A deja vu experience for us all. Screens around the
towpat h conceal REYNOLDS, H S MURDER TEAM AND D. S

HAMLI N. SHMUEL' S Jaguar stands dripping on the towpath,
the boot open. THE POLI CE DOCTOR is | ooking at a dead
cHassiD | aid out on the ground. It's SHMUEL SI NGER. HOMNRD
arrives. HAM.LI N and REYNOLDS confronts him

REYNOLDS
Your Mossad pal did this, didn't
he? Where is he!?

HOWARD
Gone back to Israel...Actually I
just waved himoff at the airport,
it was rather ronmantic...

C.S. HAMLIN
( WARNI NGLY)
This is very serious Millen.

HOWARD
Sorry. What was the tinme of death
sir?

REYNOLDS
About ten o'clock last night...Wy?

HOWARD
It couldn't have been Lipshitz
then. We were having di nner
t oget her up West.

C. S. HAMLI N
You nean you're his alibi?!

HOWARD
Sorry sir.

HAMLI N ai ns a kick at the body. REYNOLDS restrains him

C.S. HAM.I N
So who did this?!

REYNOLDS
| expect he's got friends sir.
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C.S. HAMLIN

Thr ee unsol ved nurders! | was due
for a pronotion before all this
started!

HOWARD

This isn't really a nurder though
M Hamlin. Mdre an execution. You
know, an eye for an eye...?

C.S. HAMLIN
You try telling that Biblica
bol l ocks to the Hone Secretary!
Shi t!

HOWARD
| think the Chief would |like to be
left alone for a bit, Quv.

REYNOLDS
You're right. Let's go for a pint.

A barge chugs slowy towards them W pull back and back
and further back still as HOMRD and REYNOLDS wander

| eaving HAMLI N contenpl ating the corpse.

CREDI TS

FADE QUT
THE END
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